DISTRICT OF KITIMAT

REGULAR MEETING OF COUNCIL

TO BE HELD AT THE

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 606 MOUNTAINVIEW SQUARE
ON MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2025, AT 7:00 PM

Public Participation
The public can view the livestream of Council meetings on our Council Meeting Livestream webpage.

The public may attend in person. To participate electronically please contact the district office at
(250) 632-8900 or email dok@kitimat.ca before 4:30 p.m. the day of the meeting.
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12. Council Reports

13. Questions and Answers

Move to Closed Meeting of Council
In compliance with the Community Charter, Council will move to a Closed Meeting for one or more
items falling under:

section 90(1)(e), land;
section 90(1)(k), municipal service; and
section 90(1)(I), annual report.

Reconvene and Adjourn Reqular Meeting of Council




Agenda Item 3.1
Agenda ltem 7.1

DELEGATION NOTICE

Date: January 2, 2025
$
File No: 11211 "'
"‘
To: Warren Waycheshen, CAO — for Mayor and Council
From: Tracy Tavares, Director of Corporate Administration KITI M AT
A Marvel of Nature and Industry
Delegation:  Kitimat Search and Rescue
Topic: Update on 2024 Activities
Request: n/a

Presentation: n/a

Representatives of Kitimat Search and Rescue, Shannyn Russ, Kelly Marsh and Julie Stevens,
will be in attendance to provide council with an update of their activities.

Attachment(s):
Attachment A PowerPoint presentation
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MINUTES OF DISTRICT OF KITIMAT
SPECIAL MEETING

K|'|'|MA'|‘ MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS
amanasivave ety 606 MOUNTAINVIEW SOQOUARE ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2024, AT 6:00 P.M.
Present: Mayor: P. Germuth

Present: Councillors: E. Empinado, M. Feldhoff, G. Leibel, M. Martins, G. Pitzel

Absent: Councillor: T. Marleau

Present: Staff; W. Waycheshen, Chief Administrative Officer

M. Penner, Director of Human Resources and Labour Relations
A. Ramos-Espinoza, Director of Engineering

C. McCulley, Director of Operations

M. Gould, Director of Leisure Services

J. Stevenson, Deputy Director of Corporate Administration

1. Call to Order
Mayor Germuth called the December 16, 2024, Special Meeting of Council to order.

Adoption of the Agenda

Moved and seconded,
THAT Council adopt the December 16, 2024, Special Agenda as presented.
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: S24-125

Move to Closed Meeting of Council

Moved and seconded,
THAT the December 16, 2024, Closed Agenda be adopted as presented,;

AND THAT Council move to a Closed Meeting of Council to deal with these matters.

Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: S24-126

The Special Meeting of Council was recessed and moved into a Closed Meeting of Council at
6:01 p.m.

The Special Meeting of Council Meeting reconvened at 6:58 p.m.

Adjournment

Moved and seconded,
THAT the December 16, 2024, Special Meeting of Council be adjourned.

Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: S24-127

The Special Meeting of Council adjourned at 6:59 p.m.
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December 16, 2024
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CERTIFIED TRUE AND CORRECT COPY of
the minutes of the Special Meeting of Council
held Monday, December 16, 2024

Philip Germuth
Mayor

Tracy Tavares
Corporate Officer
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MINUTES OF DISTRICT OF KITIMAT
PUBLIC HEARING
MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS,

KITIMAT 606 MOUNTAINVIEW SOUARE, ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2024, AT 7:00 PM
Present: Mayor: P. Germuth
Present: Councillors: E. Empinado, M. Feldhoff, G. Leibel, M. Martins, G. Pitzel
Via WebEX: Councillor: T. Marleau
Present: Staff; W. Waycheshen, Chief Administrative Officer

K. Enders, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer

T. Tavares, Director of Corporate Administration

J. Stevenson, Deputy Director of Corporate Administration
A. Ramos-Espinoza, Director of Engineering Services

J. Dave, IT Technician

M. Gould, Director of Leisure Services

Via WebEXx R. Beaudry, Director of Planning
Via WebEXx W. Tenshak, Director of Economic Development
Via WebEx T. Bossence, Fire Chief

Mayor Germuth called the Public Hearing to order (7:00 p.m.).
Mayor Germuth called for a short recess (7:01 p.m.)
Mayor Germuth reconvened the Public Hearing (7:02 p.m.)

The Public Hearing is being held pursuant to the Local Government Act to consider the 3
Blueberry Avenue Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 2048, 2024, and the 3
Blueberry Avenue Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2049, 2024.

The Deputy CAO introduced the 3 Blueberry Avenue Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw
No. 2048, 2024, and the 3 Blueberry Avenue Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2049, 2024.

The Director of Planner provided a summary of the applications and the amendments to the
zoning and Official Community Plan being considered at this Public Hearing.

The Deputy CAO confirmed that there have been no further written submissions.
The Mayor called for public input.

Bill Kearly, a resident of Blueberry Avenue, spoke in opposition to the 3 Blueberry Avenue Official
Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 2048, 2024, and the 3 Blueberry Avenue Zoning
Amendment Bylaw No. 2049, 2024.

Todd Haynes, a resident of Blueberry Avenue, spoke in opposition to the 3 Blueberry Avenue
Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 2048, 2024, and the 3 Blueberry Avenue Zoning
Amendment Bylaw No. 2049, 2024.

Manuel Leite, a resident of Blueberry Avenue, spoke in opposition to the 3 Blueberry Avenue
Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 2048, 2024, and the 3 Blueberry Avenue Zoning
Amendment Bylaw No. 2049, 2024.

Kimberley Wasyleski, a resident of Blueberry Avenue, spoke in opposition to the 3 Blueberry
Avenue Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 2048, 2024, and the 3 Blueberry Avenue
Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2049, 2024.
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Nesia Haynes, a resident of Blueberry Avenue, spoke in opposition to the 3 Blueberry Avenue
Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 2048, 2024, and the 3 Blueberry Avenue Zoning
Amendment Bylaw No. 2049, 2024.

Mayor Germuth called for public input three more times. No other input was offered.
Moved and seconded,
“THAT the Public Hearing for 3 Blueberry Avenue Official Community Plan
Amendment Bylaw No 2048, 2024 and 3 Blueberry Avenue Zoning Amendment
Bylaw No. 2049, 2024, be closed.”

Motion Carried Unanimously
There being no further comments, the Public Hearing closed at 7:26 p.m.
CERTIFIED TRUE AND CORRECT COPY of

the minutes of the Public Hearing
held Monday, December 16, 2024.

Philip Germuth Tracy Tavares
Mayor Corporate Officer
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MINUTES OF DISTRICT OF KITIMAT
REGULAR MEETING

K|'|'|MA'|‘ MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS,
A Morvelof Natwe ord ndsry 606 MOUNTAINVIEW SOQUARE, MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2024
FOLLOWING THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 7:26 P.M.
Present: Mayor: P. Germuth
Present: Councillors: E. Empinado, M. Feldhoff, G. Leibel, M. Martins, G. Pitzel
Councillor T. Marleau
via Web Ex
Present: Staff: W. Waycheshen, Chief Administrative Officer

K. Enders, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer

A. Ramos-Espinoza, Director of Engineering

T. Tavares, Director of Corporate Administration

J. Stevenson, Deputy Director of Corporate Administration
J. Dave, IT Technician

M. Gould, Director of Leisure Services

Via WebEx R. Beaudry, Director of Planning
Via WebEx W. Tenshak, Director of Economic Development
Via WebEx T. Bossence, Fire Chief

1. Call to Order
Mayor Germuth called the December 16, 2024, Regular Meeting of Council to order.

2. Message from the Mayor

Mayor Germuth provided a brief message on his activities since the last Regular Meeting of
Council.

3. Delegations/Presentations

There were delegations.

4. Public Input / Questions on Agenda ltems

Mayor Germuth called for public input.

Emily Toews spoke on the topic of street renaming and the Truth and Reconciliation Calls to
Action.

5. Media Inquiries - For Clarification Only

Mayor Germuth called for media inquiries on agenda items.
There were no media inquiries.

6. Call for New Business / Adoption of the Agenda

Moved and seconded,
THAT Council receive the supplemental information and adopt the December 16, 2024,
Regular Agenda as amended.

Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R24-286
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7. Consent Agenda

Moved and seconded,
THAT the Consent Agenda for December 16, 2024, be approved as presented.

Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R24-287

All correspondence was received and filed.
The following Council meeting minutes were adopted:
Regular Meeting of Council Minutes, December 2, 2024

8. Notice of Motion

There were no Notices of Motion.

9. Bylaws

9.1. Third Reading — 3 Blueberry Avenue Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw
No. 2048, 2024 and 3 Blueberry Avenue Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2049,
2024

Moved and seconded,

THAT having held a Public Hearing, reviewed staff reports and considered public
consultation activities to date, including agency referrals and public input at Council
meetings, Kitimat Council resolves the following:

THAT 3 Blueberry Avenue Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 2048, 2024
receive third reading;

AND THAT Council hold adoption of 3 Blueberry Avenue Official Community Plan
Amendment Bylaw No. 2048, 2024, subject to registration of a covenant against the title
of the property to regulate the following:

a. Ensuring that no more than 4 dwelling units are permitted on parent parcel
PID:025-182-366 (Lot 1 District Lot 6019 Range 5 Coast District Plan
PRP47154); and

b. All subsequent lots or parcels that are created from the parent parcel PID:

025-182-366 (Lot 1 District Lot 6019 Range 5 Coast District Plan PRP47154)
must not permit the development of more than 4 dwelling units on the Parent
Parcel.

In favour: Councillors Feldhoff, Leibel, Marleau, Martins and Pitzel
Opposed: Mayor Germuth and Councillor Empinado

Motion Carried

Motion: R24-288

Bylaw No. 2048, 2024 (7.5.3.160)
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Moved and seconded,

THAT having held a Public Hearing, reviewed staff reports and considered public
consultation activities to date, including public input at Council meetings, Kitimat Council
resolves the following:

THAT 3 Blueberry Avenue Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2049, 2024 receive third
reading;

AND THAT Council hold adoption of 3 Blueberry Avenue Zoning Amendment Bylaw No.
2049, 2024 subject to registration of a covenant against the title of the property
regulating the following:

a. Ensuring that no more than 4 dwelling units are permitted on parent parcel PID:
025-182-366 (Lot 1 District Lot 6019 Range 5 Coast District Plan PRP47154); and

b. All subsequent lots or parcels that are created from the parent parcel PID: 025-
182-366 (Lot 1 District Lot 6019 Range 5 Coast District Plan PRP47154) must not
permit the development of more than 4 dwelling units on the Parent Parcel.

In favour: Councillors Feldhoff, Leibel, Marleau, Martins and Pitzel
Opposed: Mayor Germuth and Councillor Empinado

Motion Carried

Motion: R24-289

Bylaw No. 2049, 2024 (7.5.3.160)

Moved and seconded,

THAT registration of a covenant against the title of 3 Blueberry Avenue to allow a
maximum of four dwelling units on the parent parcel be completed and registered within
6 months of third reading of 3 Blueberry Avenue Official Community Plan Amendment
Bylaw No. 2048, 2024 and 3 Blueberry Avenue Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 2049,
2024.

In favour: Mayor Germuth, Councillors Feldhoff, Leibel, Marleau, Martins and Pitzel
Opposed: Councillor Empinado

Motion Carried

Motion: R24-290

Bylaw No. 2048 and Bylaw No. 2049, 2024 (7.5.3.160)

10. Reports and/or Communications

10.1. Report — Interim Housing Needs Report

Moved and seconded,
THAT Council receive the Interim Housing Needs Report dated December 9, 2024, in
accordance with provincial requirements.

Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R24-291
Interim Housing Needs Report (7.19.6.3)
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District of Kitimat Regular Meeting Minutes
December 16, 2024
Page 4 of 6

10.2.

10.3.

10.4.

Report — Spray Park Results

Moved and seconded,
THAT the Spray Park Survey Results be considered further in the 2025 budget
deliberations.
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R24-292
Spray Park Survey Results (4.10.22)

Report — Designations Under Fire Safety Act

Moved and seconded,
THAT the District of Kitimat appoint the Fire Chief and Deputy Fire Chief(s) as the Fire
Investigator in accordance with the Fire Safety Act;

AND THAT the District of Kitimat appoint the Fire Chief and Deputy Fire Chief(s) as the
Fire Inspector in accordance with the Fire Safety Act.

Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R24-293
Designations Under Fire Safety Act (11.1.2)

Report — Update to Community Grant/Sponsorship Program

Moved and seconded,

THAT the Community Grants/Sponsorship Program be updated as Attachment A to
the Update to the Community Grant/Sponsorship program report dated December
10, 2024;

AND THAT the Leisure Services Advisory Commission provided recommended changes
to the Community Grants/Sponsorship Program changes in November every three
years, with the next recommendations being provided in November 2027;

AND FURTHER THAT approved changes to the Community Grants/Sponsorship
Program take effect on January 1, 2025.

Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R24-294
Update to the Community Grants/Sponsorship Program (2.8.3)
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10.5. Report — Status Report of Regular Council Assighments

Moved and seconded,
THAT all items marked complete and shaded green on the Status Report of Regular
Council Assignments be removed.

Amendment;

Moved and seconded,
THAT Motion S20-035 be removed from the Status Report of Regular Council
Assignments.
Amendment Carried Unanimously
Motion: R24-295
Status Report of Regular Council Assignments (1.1.2.21)

Amendment;

Moved and seconded,
THAT Motions S24-085, S24-086 and S24-087 be removed from the Status Report of
Regular Council Assignments.

In favour: Councillor Pitzel, Martins and Liebel

Opposed: Mayor Germuth, Councillors Empinado, Feldhoff and Marleau
Amendment Defeated

Motion: R24-296

Status Report of Regular Council Assignments (1.1.2.21)

Amendment;

Moved and seconded,
THAT Motion R19-186 be removed from the Status Report of Regular Council
Assignments.

Amendment Carried Unanimously
Motion: R24-297
Status Report of Regular Council Assignments (1.1.2.21)

Amendment;

Moved and seconded,
THAT Motion R24-258 be marked complete and removed from the Status List of Regular
Council Assignments.

In favour: Mayor Germuth, Councillors Feldhoff, Liebel, Marleau, Martins and Pitzel
Opposed: Councillor Empinado

Amendment Carried

Motion: R24-298

Status Report of Regular Council Assignments (1.1.2.21)
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Main Motion as amended:

THAT all items marked complete and shaded green on the Status Report of Regular
Council Assignments be removed including Motions S20-035, R19-186 and R24-258.

Main Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R24-299
Status Report of Regular Council Assignments (1.1.2.21)

11. New Business

There was no New Business.

12. Council Reports

Councillors Empinado, Feldhoff, Leibel, Marleau, Martins and Pitzel provided a report on their
activities since the last Regular Meeting of Council.

Move to Closed

Moved and seconded,
THAT the December 16, 2024, Closed Meeting of Council Agenda be adopted as
presented,

AND THAT Council move to a Closed Meeting of Council to deal with these matters.

Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R24-230

The Regular Meeting of Council was recessed and moved into a Closed Meeting of Council at
9:04 p.m.

The Regular Meeting of Council reconvened at 9:56 p.m.

Adjournment

Moved and seconded,
THAT the December 16, 2024, Regular Meeting of Council be reconvened and adjourned.

Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R24-231

The Regular Meeting of Council adjourned at 9:56 p.m.

CERTIFIED TRUE AND CORRECT COPY of
the minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council
held Monday, December 16, 2024.

Philip Germuth Tracy Tavares
Mayor Corporate Officer
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MINUTES OF DISTRICT OF KITIMAT
SPECIAL MEETING

K|'|'|MA'|‘ MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS
amanastnave ety 606 MOUNTAINVIEW SOQOUARE ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2024, AT 3:00 P.M.
Present: Mayor: P. Germuth
Present: Councillors: M. Feldhoff, M. Martins, G. Pitzel
Absent: Councillors: E. Empinado, G. Leibel, T. Marleau
Present: Staff; W. Waycheshen, Chief Administrative Officer

M. Penner, Director of Human Resources and Labour Relations
A. Ramos-Espinoza, Director of Engineering

C. McCulley, Director of Operations

M. Gould, Director of Leisure Services

K. Enders, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer

1. Call to Order
Mayor Germuth called the December 23, 2024, Special Meeting of Council to order.

Adoption of the Agenda

Moved and seconded,
THAT Council adopt the December 23, 2024, Special Agenda as presented.
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: S24-128

Move to Closed Meeting of Council

Moved and seconded,
THAT the December 23, 2024, Closed Agenda be adopted as presented;

AND THAT Council move to a Closed Meeting of Council to deal with these matters.

Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: $24-129

The Special Meeting of Council was recessed and moved into a Closed Meeting of Council at
3:01 p.m.

The Special Meeting of Council Meeting reconvened at 3:17 p.m.

Adjournment

Moved and seconded,
THAT the December 23, 2024, Special Meeting of Council be adjourned.

Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: S24-130

The Special Meeting of Council adjourned at 3:18 p.m.
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CERTIFIED TRUE AND CORRECT COPY of
the minutes of the Special Meeting of Council
held Monday, December 23, 2024

Philip Germuth
Mayor

Tracy Tavares
Corporate Officer
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COUNCIL REPORT For Information Only

Date: December 30, 2024

File: 15.2.4

To: Warren Waycheshen, CAO - for Mayor and Council

From: Lori Ferreira, Executive Assistant

Re: North Central Local Government Association KITIMAT

A Marvel of Nature and Industry

2025 Annual General Meeting Resolutions
Applicant: N/A
Location: N/A

Recommendation:

Action: Council consider the request for resolutions to the North Central Local Government
Association (NCLGA) for consideration during the NCLGA Annual General Meeting scheduled
for May 12-15, 2025 in Prince Rupert, BC.

Background:
The NCLGA has asked that resolutions for their Annual General Meeting be submitted by March

14, 2025. Resolutions passed at the NCLGA AGM in May 2025 are forwarded by NCLGA to the
Union of BC Municipalities for consideration during their convention September 22-26, 2025.

In 2024, Council submitted two resolutions to NCLGA which were endorsed and forwarded to the
Union of BC Municipalities convention. The resolutions are attached for information (Attachment
A).

The Provincial Vaccine Mandate (Motion NEB2) was once again endorsed at the NCLGA AGM.
However, due to changes in provincial regulations prior to the start of UBCM 2024, Council
formally requested to withdraw the resolution as it was no longer required.

Small Scale Commercial Contaminated Sites (EB57) was endorsed by the UBCM Resolutions
Committee and was passed.

Staff will bring forward a report on February 3, 2025, seeking direction from Council on proposed
topics for resolutions. If Council provides direction to submit a resolution(s), drafts will be prepared
for Council consideration prior to the deadline.

Council may also wish to propose a resolution through a Notice of Motion. Staff can assist with
preparing this for consideration.

If Council wishes to propose topics at the January 6, 2025, meeting, a motion is offered for
Council’'s consideration under alternative options.

Attached is an overview of the current Ministries in British Columbia (Attachment B).

Alternative Options:

1. If Council wishes to remove this report from the consent agenda for additional discussion or
direction, the following motion is offered for Council consideration:

THAT the North Central Local Government Association 2025 Annual General
Meeting Resolutions report dated December 30, 2024, be removed from the
Consent Agenda and added to New Business.
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For Information Only — NCLGA AGM 2025 Resolutions Page 2 of 2

Budget Implications:

Not Applicable “KM for SLT”

Director of Finance Initials
Budgeted: Unbudgeted:

Council Initiative/Other Relevant Plans:

Strategic Plan (2023-2026)
Not Considered
Joint Strategic Plan for Haisla Nation Council — District of Kitimat (2024-2029)
Not Considered
District of Kitimat and Haisla Council Friendship Agreement - gi guaAap ni
Not Considered
Community Energy and Emissions Plan
Not Considered
Housing Action Plan and Needs Assessment
Not Considered
Kitimat Age-Friendly Assessment Report and Action Plan
Not Considered
Kitimat Cycle Network Plan
Not Considered
Kitimat Poverty Reduction Strategy
Not Considered
Leisure Services Master Plan
Not Considered
Minette Bay West Concept Plan
Not Considered
Official Community Plan (and Downtown Design Guidelines)
Not Considered
Solid Waste Action Plan
Not Considered
Water Conservation Plan
Not Considered
BC Transit Future Services Plan
Not Considered
Economic Development Strategic Plan (2023-2029)
Not Considered

“Lori Ferreira”
Submitted by
Lori Ferreira, Executive Assistant

“Warren Waycheshen”
Approved for Submission
Warren Waycheshen, CAO

Attachment(s): A — 2024 District of Kitimat resolutions considered by UBCM
B — BC Minister and Parliamentary Secretary listing (appointed November 2024)



Attachment A: 2024 NCLGA Resolutions

PROVINCIAL VACCINE MANDATE

District of Kitimat 2024 KlTIMAT

District of Kitimat

270 City Centre

Kitimat, British Columbia
Canada V8C 2H7

Phone 250.632.8900
Fax 250.632.4995

WHEREAS British Columbia is one of the last remaining provinces in Canada
requiring a vaccine mandate for healthcare professionals;

AND WHEREAS British Columbia’s health care system is under severe stress;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the North Central Local Government
Association ask the Union of British Columbia Municipalities to request the
provincial criteria that must be in place in order to remove the vaccine mandate
for health care workers.



SMALL SCALE COMMERCIAL CONTAMINATED SITES

District of Kitimat 2024 KlTIMAT

District of Kitimat

270 City Centre

Kitimat, British Columbia
Canada V8C 2H7

Phone 250.632.8900
Fax 250.632.4995

WHEREAS the contaminated site remediation process is required when an
application is made for many types of redevelopment

AND WHEREAS the environmental remediation process is so onerous and costly
for small scale commercial development that it can delay development.

THERFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the North Central Local Government Association
forward a resolution to the Union of British Columbia Municipalities requesting the
reassessment of the contaminated sites provincial legislation to alleviate the
negative economic impacts for small scale commercial redevelopment and provide
more options for economic development opportunities on these properties.
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BC Minister and Parliamentary Secretary Listing
(as of November 2024)

35

Premier: Honourable David Eby
The BC Public Service is divided into ministries. Each ministry is responsible for a specific area of
public policy, government function or service delivery.

Minister of State for Local Governments & Rural Communities: Honourable Brittny Anderson
Responsible for affordable housing, healthcare recruitment and training, addiction treatment,
community safety, sustainable economy.

Ministry of Agriculture and Food: Honourable Lana Popham

Responsible for the production, marketing, processing and merchandising of agriculture and
seafood products, as well as supporting our province’s food security, and developing a resilient
food system and economy.

Attorney General and Deputy Premier: Honourable Niki Sharma

Responsible for legal services including sheriff and court administration services, legal aid,
prosecution services, administrative tribunals, civil and family justice services, protection and
promotion of human rights, and providing legal advice to Government.

Ministry of Children and Family Development: Honourable Jodie Wickens (Honourable Grace
Lore — on leave)

Responsible for supporting all children and youth in British Columbia to live in safe, healthy and
nurturing families and be strongly connected to their communities and culture. The ministry
supports the well-being of children, youth and families in British Columbia by providing services
that are accessible, inclusive, and culturally respectful.

Minister of State for Child Care and Youth with Support Needs: Honourable Jodie Wickens
Responsible for focussing on enhancing childcare services and support systems for children and
youth requiring additional assistance.

Ministry of Citizens' Services: Honourable George Chow

Responsible to provide a wide range of services to British Columbians across the province, both in
person and online. From BC Services Cards to freedom of information-to-information technology
infrastructure, we help deliver services that people count on

Ministry of Education and Child Care: Honourable Lisa Beare

Responsible for British Columbia school system is to enable the more than 570,000 public school
students, 89,000 independent school students, and more than 4,500 home-schooled children
enrolled each school year, to develop their individual potential and to acquire the knowledge, skills
and abilities needed to contribute to a healthy society and a prosperous and sustainable economy.

Ministry of Emergency Management and Climate Readiness: Honourable Kelly Greene
Responsible for Emergency Services and Emergency Management BC, preparedness, response
and recovery, public safety, crime prevention and wildfire services.

Ministry of Enerqy and Climate Solutions: Honourable Adrian Dix
Responsible for BC’s electricity, alternative energy and petroleum resource sectors, and
supporting work to align energy policies with climate goals.
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Ministry of Environment and Parks: Honourable Tamara Davidson
Responsible for the effective protection, management and conservation of BC’s water, land, air
and living resources. It leads work on climate preparedness and adaptation.

Ministry of Finance: Honourable Brenda Bailey
Responsible for establishing, implementing and reviewing government’s economic, fiscal, financial
management and taxation policies.

Ministry of Forests: Honourable Ravi Parmar

Responsible for the stewardship of provincial Crown land and ensures the sustainable
management of forest, wildlife, water and other land-based resources. The Ministry works with
Indigenous and rural communities to strengthen and diversify their economies.

Ministry of Health: Honourable Josie Osborne
Responsible for ensuring that quality, appropriate, cost effective and timely health services are
available for all British Columbians.

Ministry of Housing and Municipal Affairs: Honourable Ravi Kahlon

Municipal Affairs portfolio was added to Minister Kahlon after the election in October 2024.
Responsible for providing British Columbians access to more affordable, safe and appropriate
housing and for supporting local governments and residents to build vibrant and health
communities.

Ministry of Indigenous Relations & Reconciliation: Honourable Christine Boyle
Responsible for leading the B.C. Government in pursuing reconciliation with the First Nations and
Indigenous peoples of British Columbia.

Ministry of Infrastructure: Honourable Bowinn Ma
Responsible for providing capital planning and procurement for major capital projects such as
schools, hospitals and other infrastructure to support growing communities.

Ministry of Jobs, Economic Development and Innovation: Honourable Diana Gibson
Responsible for manages government services that help support and maintain the strong and
diverse economy that British Columbians need for long-term prosperity. It supports the growth of
B.C.’s tech sector, champions innovation across the economy, nurtures small businesses,
supports economic development throughout the province, and promotes B.C. internationally as a
preferred place to invest and do business.

Minister of State for Trade: Honourable Rick Glumac
Responsible for representing the province in trade matters and oversee trade-related policies and
legislation.

Ministry of Labour: Honourable Jennifer Whiteside
Responsible for promoting fair, healthy and safe labour and employment relationships in support of
a strong, sustainable and inclusive economy.
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Ministry of Mining and Critical Minerals: Minister Jagrup Brar
Responsible for British Columbia’s strategy for mining and critical mineral projects.

Ministry of Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills: Honourable Anne Kang
Responsible for providing leadership and direction for post-secondary education and skills training
systems in British Columbia as well as labour market information and programs.

Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General: Honourable Gary Begg
Responsible for BC Corrections; crime victims; ICBC; Liquor and Cannabis Regulation; Policing;
Public Safety; Emergency Serves; and Road Safety.

Minister of State for Community Safety and Integrated Services: Honourable Terry Yung
Responsible for delivering public safety services and exercises leadership in emergency
management.

Ministry of Social Development and Poverty Reduction: Honourable Sheila Malcolmson
Responsible for providing British Columbians in need with a system of supports to help them
achieve their social and economic potential.

Ministry of Tourism, Arts, Culture and Sport: Honourable Spencer Chandra Herbert
Responsible for integrating the tourism sector with the arts, culture and sport sectors to create a
more vibrant British Columbia for residents and visitors.

Ministry of Transportation and Transit and House Leader: Honourable Mike Farnworth
Responsible for building and maintaining a safe and reliable transportation system and provide
affordable, efficient and accessible transportation options for all British Columbians.

Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship: Honourable Randene Neill

Responsible for integrated land and natural resource management, including objective setting for
land and marine environments, effectively managing cumulative effects, and advancing
reconciliation with Indigenous peoples, environmental sustainability, and economic growth.
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Parliamentary Secretary for Accessibility: Dana Lejeunesse, MLA

Parliamentary Secretary for Agriculture: Harwinder Sandhu, MLA

Parliamentary Secretary for Anti-Racism Initiatives: Jessie Sunner, MLA

Parliamentary Secretary for Arts and Film: Nina Kreiger, MLA

Parliamentary Secretary for Asia Pacific Trade: Paul Choi, MLA

Parliamentary Secretary for Community Development and Non-profits: Joan Phillip, MLA

Parliamentary Secretary for Gender Equity: Jennifer Blatherwick, MLA

Parliamentary Secretary for International Credentials: Sunita Dhur, MLA

Parliamentary Secretary for Labour: Darlene Rotchford, MLA

Parliamentary Secretary for Mental Health and Addictions: Amna Shah, MLA

Parliamentary Secretary for Rural Development: Steve Morissette, MLA

Parliamentary Secretary for Rural Health: Debra Toporoski, MLA

Parliamentary Secretary for Seniors’ Services and Long-Term Care: Susie Chant, MLA

Parliamentary Secretary for Transit: George Anderson, MLA
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A ;
Geoscience BC
December 17, 2024

Re: Partner Support Invitation for Northwest BC Geothermal & CCUS Assessment Project

Geoscience BC, with financial support from BC Ministry of Energy and Climate Solutions, is undertaking a new research
project to initiate assessment of the geothermal and carbon storage resources in northwest BC (see attached map).

This project, titled Northwest BC Geothermal & CCUS Assessment Project — Phase 1, is a scoping review desktop study
that seeks to contribute to the decarbonization of industrial processes and support the transition to low-carbon energy
solutions in northwest BC.

By understanding and integrating geothermal energy development with Carbon, Capture, Utilization and Storage
(CCUS), the project will contribute to the aim of harnessing the geothermal potential of northwest BC's unique
geological features for renewable energy generation and better understanding of the area for potential CO; storage.

Phase 1 scoping review goals:

e identification of priority areas for future desktop analysis and exploration to support geothermal and CCUS
development;

o foster collaboration among Indigenous communities, industry leaders, government entities, and academic
institutions to ensure a comprehensive and inclusive project design;

e align with BC’s CleanBC Roadmap to 2030 and federal decarbonization goals, showing how geothermal energy
and CO; storage can contribute to broader climate action objectives; and

e Phase 1 will be completed by March 28, 2025.

Geoscience BC is seeking a broad range of partners to support this project and potential future phases of this
geothermal and CCUS research. A response from you, indicating your potential or confirmed participation in any of the
support categories listed below would be greatly appreciated:

1) Offering direct financial support to Geoscience BC for phase 1 and/or future phases of research.

2) Offering to provide matching financial support to Geoscience BC for phase 1 and/or future phases of research.

3) Offering to provide in-kind project support (services, research, materials, data, private reports, or other
information) that would benefit current or future phases of research.

4) Volunteering technical or regulatory/policy expertise or Indigenous representation to the project.

5) Recommendations on areas, methods, priorities, and other aspects you believe should be included in future
phases of research.

6) Providing Geoscience BC with an email message or letter demonstrating your support of this type of research
that we can share with others.

7) Requesting to be added to the project contact list so that you can directly receive notifications of project
updates, results and presentations.

Please contact Geoscience BC's Manager Energy & Water Randy Hughes at hughes@geosciencebc.com or me at
dirom@geosciencebc.com. We look forward to hearing from you in the very near future and please don’t hesitate to
reach out if you have any questions or comments.

Thank you and best regards,

Gavin C. Dirom, President & CEO
Geoscience BC



https://www.geosciencebc.com/projects/2024-010/
mailto:hughes@geosciencebc.com
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailto%3Adirom%40geosciencebc.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdirom%40geosciencebc.com%7Caa1d594f5ca2433e4af608dadc671664%7Cc28e243f691148df8957d6b07d30936a%7C1%7C0%7C638064633136813387%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1YhVpb%2BI76%2FJ4fq3ajN%2FCZY6G6Za4dJDiMGgxsV%2FKac%3D&reserved=0
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Agenda Item 7.8

From: Tracy Tavares

To: Tracy Tavares

Subject: RE: Notification regarding repeal of the Restricting Public Consumption of Illegal Substances Act
Date: December 19, 2024 1:43:02 PM

Attachments: image001.png

From: PSSG CPPO SG:EX <PSSG-CPPO@gov.bc.ca>
Sent: December 19, 2024 1:03 PM
Subject: Notification regarding repeal of the Restricting Public Consumption of lllegal Substances Act

Hello,

In recognizing your prior contributions in 2023 towards informing provincial policies on the
public consumption of illegal drugs, we are following-up to inform you that government has
repealed the Restricting Public Consumption of lllegal Substances Act. If you were not already
aware, while the Restricting Public Consumption of lllegal Substances Act was passed by the
Legislative Assembly on November 8, 2023, it had not yet taken effect due to a court injunction
which prevented it from being brought into force. In May 2023, at the request of the
Government of B.C., Health Canada agreed to modify the remainder of the decriminalization
pilot to further restrict the places where people are allowed to possess drugs, and by
extension, where people are allowed to use drugs. Information on the current
decriminalization pilot, reflecting the changes made by Health Canada in May 2023, is

available here: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/overdose/decriminalization

Given the above changes to the decriminalization pilot, the Restricting Public Consumption of
Illegal Substances Actis no longer needed and as such, government has repealed it.

Minister Garry Begg issued a statement today regarding this repeal, which has been posted
here: https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2024PSSG0093-001673

We would like to take this opportunity to once again extend our appreciation for your
contributions to these important policy discussions.

Sincerely,


mailto:ttavares@kitimat.ca
mailto:ttavares@kitimat.ca
mailto:PSSG-CPPO@gov.bc.ca
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/overdose/decriminalization
https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2024PSSG0093-001673
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e [n addition, rapid response teams operate in many communities to respond to calls

for people in mental health or addiction crisis:

o Mobile Integrated Crisis Response Teams pair police with a psychiatric nurse or
social worker trained to deescalate high-risk situations, offer immediate
specialized care, and connect people to recovery supports instead of legal

consequences

o Peer Assisted Care Teams of mental health and trained peer support workers

provide compassionate, trauma-informed care in low-risk situations

e Safe Community Situation Tables bring together frontline staff from police, health
and social services sectors to connect vulnerable people to addiction, mental health
and housing supports before they experience a negative or traumatic event like

overdose or incarceration

Connecting people to care and treatment

Addiction treatment and recovery is complex. There’s no single solution that works for

every person.

B.C. is building a model of care that helps people no matter where they're at in their

journey - from prevention and harm reduction to treatment and recovery.

e Iflooking for help now, supports are available 24/7 at Help Starts Here

e If using drugs, take steps to stay safer:
o Carry a Naloxone kit
o Use the Lifequard app when using alone, it will alert 911 in case of overdose

o Access services at drug checking, overdose prevention, and supervised

consumption sites

o Ask a health care provider how to find a pathway to recovery that works for you

Monitoring and evaluation

e Health Canada requires B.C. to closely monitor and evaluate the implementation,
early outcomes, public awareness and unintended consequences to inform ongoing

adjustments
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e B.C.is monitoring:

(¢]

(¢]

o

(¢]

Changes to law enforcement practices

Changes in socio-emotional wellbeing of people who use drugs

Pathways to services and treatment

Progress on efforts to build a system of care for mental health and addiction
Data on drug seizures and charges for personal possession related offences

Public awareness and understanding of decriminalization

e BCCDC continues to monitor and report data on unregulated drug poisonings

e Government of Canada, through the Canadian Institutes for Health Research, is

funding third-party research to assess the impact of the exemption on addressing

substance use harms

Reports

e Building a Mental Health and Substance Use System of Care - Data Snapshot

e Decriminalization Early Outcomes - Quarterly Reports to Health Canada

o July 2023 report (PDF, 1.1MB)

(¢]

(0]

(¢]

November 2023 report (PDF, 0.6MB)

February 2024 report (PDF, 1.1MB)

May 2024 report (PDF,_1.2MB)

Resources

e For more information on where decriminalization applies in B.C. (PDF, 160KB)

e | earn more about decriminalization (PDF, 75KB)

e Health Canada Letter of Requirements (May 7, 2024)

e How to Talk to Youth About Drugs

e Help Starts Here - Mental Health and Substance Use Care
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British Columbia News

Minister’s statement on public drug use legislation
https://news.gov.bc.ca/31865

Garry Begg, Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General, has released the following statement in response
to the Province repealing Restricting Public Consumption of Illegal Substances Act:

“From the beginning, our goal has been to make it easier for people struggling with addiction to get the help
they need. Although the number of deaths from toxic drugs this year have been slowly declining, we know
there is still much more to be done to end this crisis and save lives.

“Decriminalizing the possession of a small amount of certain illegal drugs for personal use is a life-saving
measure and one action the Province is taking to address the toxic-drug crisis. This must be balanced with the
needs of people who want to enjoy community spaces, parks and local businesses without encountering open
drug use. Decriminalization was never intended to mean people could use drugs anywhere they wished.

“The Restricting Public Consumption of Illegal Substances Act, passed in November 2023, was intended to
restrict public drug use from certain areas. However, because the courts prevented it from coming into effect,
it has never been brought into force.

“In response to public concerns, our government made a request to Health Canada last spring to change the
decriminalization rules to ban open drug use in nearly all public places. People can now only possess drugs in
private residences or designated health-care sites, such as overdose prevention, drug-checking, or addiction
treatment service locations. An exception has also been made to support unhoused people in legal overnight
sheltering locations.

“These changes to the decriminalization pilot restrict the use of drugs in all of the places that had been
intended to be covered by the act. As a result, we are repealing this legislation.

“Our government remains determined to turn the tide on the toxic-drug crisis and we are starting to see signs
of progress. If people encounter drug use in inappropriate places, police are available to enforce the rules and
help to connect individuals to support services.”
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A backgrounder follows.
Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General

Media Relations
778 405-3306

Backgrounders

What B.C. is doing to help people struggling with addictions

e The Opioid Treatment Access (OTA) Line, launched in August 2024, is a virtual health phone service
(1 833 804-8111), available seven days a week between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., that people in B.C. can call
to receive same-day, same-call access to opioid agonist treatment (OAT).

e The Opioid Treatment Access Line makes it faster and easier to access life-saving medication that
prevents withdrawal symptoms and reduces the risk of overdose, and to get connected to support that
same day.

e In 2024, more than 200 publicly funded addiction treatment beds were created, including detox,
treatment, and recovery.

¢ Overdose prevention services remain one of the best options for people to use drugs and to get
lifesaving aid when needed.

e As of October 2024, B.C. had 43 sites that served clients with either overdose prevention or supervised
consumption services in the province that month (26 of which provide clients an option for supervised
smoking/inhalation of illicit drugs).

e From January 2017 until the end of October 2024, there have been approximately 5.3 million visits to
overdose prevention and supervised consumption services.

e People who use drugs should always aim to have their drugs checked for free at a drug checking site,
use their drugs with another person and have a naloxone kit nearby in case of an overdose.

e There are 128 sites throughout B.C. where people can access drug checking, either through an on-site
device (59 sites) or via off-site testing (69 sites).

e The Lifeguard App is also available, which will dispatch emergency services to your location, if the
app’s alarm is not cancelled within a set timeframe after activation.

Translations

e PublicDrugUse_Chinese(simplified).pdf
e PublicDrugUse_Chinese(traditional).pdf
e PublicDrugUse French.pdf

e PublicDrugUse Korean.pdf

¢ PublicDrugUse Punjabi.pdf

e PublicDrugUse Tagalog.pdf

e PublicDrugUse_Vietnamese.pdf

The B.C. Public Service acknowledges the territories of First Nations around B.C. and is grateful to carry out our work on
these lands. We acknowledge the rights, interests, priorities, and concerns of all Indigenous Peoples - First Nations, Métis,
and Inuit - respecting and acknowledging their distinct cultures, histories, rights, laws, and governments.
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From: noreply@kitimat.ca on behalf of Sarah Korn

To: districtofkitimat

Subject: Kitimat Community Energy Conversation

Date: December 19, 2024 3:07:22 PM

Attachments: Guidebook Finalfb864b79-1836-4a8d-9cf4-937a06f6da10.pdf
Hello!

I am reaching out on behalf of the Northern Regional Energy Dialogues project, a research collaboration between
the University of Northern British Columbia and the University of Victoria. I am contacting the District to share
about and invite staff to our upcoming event in Kitimat.

In our current project phase, our team is supporting community energy conversations across Northern BC, designed
to spark dialogue and identify local interests and needs around energy. In collaboration with the Institute for
Research on Public Policy’s Community Transformations Project, we will be hosting and facilitating a community
energy conversation in Kitimat on Thursday January 30, 2025 from 9:30am-11:30am at the Riverlodge Recreation
Centre. The conversation will be open to anyone in the community to participate and discussion topics may include
LNG, community energy, renewable energy, and energy transformations.

I am contacting you to request that you share this initiative and event with any staff or elected officials who may be
interested in participating in the conversation.

You can learn more and sign up at the following link: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/kitimat-community-energy-
conversation-tickets-1097397699059?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-
medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl

We are also wondering if you can share this event via your news page.

The attached document provides more details regarding our project, the structure of community conversations and
sample questions, and what participation in the community conversation will involve.

Please let us know if we can offer any further details or if you have any questions. Thank you for your time and
consideration!

Origin: https://www.kitimat.ca/Modules/News/en

This email was sent to you by Sarah Korn<sarah.korn@alumni.unbc.ca> through https://www kitimat.ca.


mailto:noreply@kitimat.ca
mailto:sarah.korn@alumni.unbc.ca
mailto:/o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=96c8f2c9f2bc416cb1c370033d9afec3-districtofk
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/kitimat-community-energy-conversation-tickets-1097397699059?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/kitimat-community-energy-conversation-tickets-1097397699059?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/kitimat-community-energy-conversation-tickets-1097397699059?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
https://www.kitimat.ca/Modules/News/en
https://www.kitimat.ca/

NORTHERN ENERGY
DIALOGUES

Community Conversation Guide
Fall 2024

Are you interested in helping your
community explore its energy future?

This guide will help identify shared
priorities, community resources, and
desired next steps.





Who?

Anyone in your community who is interested.

What?

Energy is fundamental to how we live and how we
connect to the places we call home. Answer a set
of questions that will help to shape priorities and
implement actions for your community’s energy
future. Conversations will help shape a regional
workshop where communities can connect with
others on energy issues.

Where?

At the most convenient location (in person or
online) for community members. Funding is
available for space rental, supplies, and
refreshments to support participation.

When?

At the most convenient time for community
members. Questions are estimated to take 1-2
hours to engage with. Community conversations
will be happening across northern BC until Spring
2025.

How?

Fill out our Guidebook and/or record your answers
as an audio file. Hard copies can be mailed or you
can answer the questions online at:
https://www.surveymonkey.ca/r/northernenergyd
ialogues




https://www.surveymonkey.ca/r/northernenergydialogues

https://www.surveymonkey.ca/r/northernenergydialogues

https://www.surveymonkey.ca/r/northernenergydialogues



Northern Energy Dialogues Project

We’re working with diverse
communities and First Nations across
Northern British Columbia to help
them identify their interests, needs
and opportunities in support of
renewable energy initiatives. The
current phase of the project is
focused on convening community
based and regional energy dialogues.
Community conversations will be
occurring across Northern British
Columbia through Fall 2024/Winter

The goal of the community-level
conversations is to collect and
amplify the voices of northern, rural,
and remote communities and
Nations by identifying the energy
priorities, barriers, and potential
pathways for community energy
transformation across the region.
Future phases will support targeted
and community-identified capacity
building initiatives and the
development of peer networks.

2025.

Working with communities and Nations to
support energy initiatives.

Accelerating Community Energy Transformation (ACET)

Northern Energy Dialogues is a collaboration between UNBC and UVic and funded
under the Accelerating Community Energy Transformation (ACET) initiative. ACET
is a collaborative initiative led by the University of Victoria that brings together
over 40 partners, including Indigenous knowledge keepers and community
leaders, to create innovative place-based solutions for energy system
transformation. ACET will help transform regional economies, inform inclusive
policies and integrate breakthrough renewable energy technologies that position
Canada as a world leader in clean energy transformation. Learn more about the
initiative at www.uvic.ca/ACET.

For any community conversation questions, including assistance with
planning or funding, please contact Sarah Korn, Community
Coordinator at: sarah.korn@alumni.unbc.ca.

https://onlineacademiccommunity.uvic.ca/regionalenergydialogues



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uvic.ca%2FACET.&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Korn%40alumni.unbc.ca%7Ca67538ded41747b5481d08dcd361195d%7Ca7ee9abb4885492eb331a6fa051a39bb%7C0%7C0%7C638617662231628012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FzWNHlnsbEVcJ8E%2BgY97YoJ%2BcxCyuUZ6UjQDvZ0aZrk%3D&reserved=0

mailto:sarah.korn@alumni.unbc.ca



Questions

Answer some! Answer alll Answer what is most relevant or
interesting to you. Adapt this guide in whatever way you think
would be most helpful to your community right now.

1. Who is involved in this discussion?

e By participating in the community conversation, you are providing
your consent to have your comments audio-recorded and/or
recorded via written and visual materials. Refer to consent form for
more details.

2. What does energy look like in your community?

Consider:
e What is discussed when energy is brought up in your community?
e What are you most concerned about in your community related to
energy? (i.e. affordability, emergencies, transportation, buildings)






3. What energy assets and infrastructures exist in your community?

Consider:
e What are your local sources of energy and where do they come
from?

4. Who are the key actors/organizations involved in energy initiatives
and projects, and what do they do?

Consider:
e How are they connected or disconnected? Map this out.
e How has your community engaged or participated in energy
planning?






5. What are the key energy-related opportunities in your community?

Consider:
e What energy initiatives do you think have potential?
e What are some of the community benefits that would be associated
with these energy initiatives?

6. What are the vulnerabilities and barriers around energy in your
community?

Consider:
e What barriers exist that are preventing your community from
moving forward on energy issues and projects?






7. What kinds of capacity barriers exist in your community?

Consider:
e What does capacity mean to you?

8. What are your highest priorities in relation to energy?

Consider:
e What does the future of energy look like in your community in 5 or
10 years?
e What actions are needed to advance these priorities?
e What resources are needed to advance these priorities?






9. What would you like to learn from or with other northern
communities?

Consider:

e Are there communities in the surrounding region that you are
connected with through energy issues or projects, or want to learn
more about?

e What have you learned from energy projects or planning in your
community that you want to share with others?

e How do you think your community can work with others in the
region on energy development?

10. What else needs to be noted or discussed from your community’s
perspective?

Consider:
e What did we not ask you about?

e What questions do you have or what would you like more
information about?
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Attachment A

NORTHERN ENERGY
DIALOGUES

Community Conversation Guide
Fall 2024

Are you interested in helping your
community explore its energy future?

This guide will help identify shared
priorities, community resources, and
desired next steps.
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Who?

Anyone in your community who is interested.

What?

Energy is fundamental to how we live and how we
connect to the places we call home. Answer a set
of questions that will help to shape priorities and
implement actions for your community’s energy
future. Conversations will help shape a regional
workshop where communities can connect with
others on energy issues.

Where?

At the most convenient location (in person or
online) for community members. Funding is
available for space rental, supplies, and
refreshments to support participation.

When?

At the most convenient time for community
members. Questions are estimated to take 1-2
hours to engage with. Community conversations
will be happening across northern BC until Spring
2025.

How?

Fill out our Guidebook and/or record your answers
as an audio file. Hard copies can be mailed or you
can answer the questions online at:
https://www.surveymonkey.ca/r/northernenergyd
ialogues



https://www.surveymonkey.ca/r/northernenergydialogues
https://www.surveymonkey.ca/r/northernenergydialogues
https://www.surveymonkey.ca/r/northernenergydialogues
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Northern Energy Dialogues Project

We're working with diverse
communities and First Nations across
Northern British Columbia to help
them identify their interests, needs
and opportunities in support of
renewable energy initiatives. The
current phase of the project is
focused on convening community
based and regional energy dialogues.
Community conversations will be
occurring across Northern British
Columbia through Fall 2024/Winter

The goal of the community-level
conversations is to collect and
amplify the voices of northern, rural,
and remote communities and
Nations by identifying the energy
priorities, barriers, and potential
pathways for community energy
transformation across the region.
Future phases will support targeted
and community-identified capacity
building initiatives and the
development of peer networks.

2025.

Working with communities and Nations to
support energy initiatives.

Accelerating Community Energy Transformation (ACET)

Northern Energy Dialogues is a collaboration between UNBC and UVic and funded
under the Accelerating Community Energy Transformation (ACET) initiative. ACET
is a collaborative initiative led by the University of Victoria that brings together
over 40 partners, including Indigenous knowledge keepers and community
leaders, to create innovative place-based solutions for energy system
transformation. ACET will help transform regional economies, inform inclusive
policies and integrate breakthrough renewable energy technologies that position
Canada as a world leader in clean energy transformation. Learn more about the
initiative at www.uvic.ca/ACET.

For any community conversation questions, including assistance with
planning or funding, please contact Sarah Korn, Community
Coordinator at: sarah.korn@alumni.unbc.ca.

https://onlineacademiccommunity.uvic.ca/regionalenergydialogues


https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.uvic.ca%2FACET.&data=05%7C02%7CSarah.Korn%40alumni.unbc.ca%7Ca67538ded41747b5481d08dcd361195d%7Ca7ee9abb4885492eb331a6fa051a39bb%7C0%7C0%7C638617662231628012%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FzWNHlnsbEVcJ8E%2BgY97YoJ%2BcxCyuUZ6UjQDvZ0aZrk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:sarah.korn@alumni.unbc.ca
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Questions

Answer some! Answer all! Answer what is most relevant or
interesting to you. Adapt this guide in whatever way you think
would be most helpful to your community right now.

1. Who is involved in this discussion?

e By participating in the community conversation, you are providing
your consent to have your comments audio-recorded and/or
recorded via written and visual materials. Refer to consent form for
more details.

2. What does energy look like in your community?

Consider:
e What is discussed when energy is brought up in your community?
e What are you most concerned about in your community related to
energy? (i.e. affordability, emergencies, transportation, buildings)
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3. What energy assets and infrastructures exist in your community?

Consider:
e What are your local sources of energy and where do they come
from?

4. Who are the key actors/organizations involved in energy initiatives
and projects, and what do they do?

Consider:
e How are they connected or disconnected? Map this out.
e How has your community engaged or participated in energy
planning?
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5. What are the key energy-related opportunities in your community?

Consider:
e What energy initiatives do you think have potential?
e What are some of the community benefits that would be associated
with these energy initiatives?

6. What are the vulnerabilities and barriers around energy in your
community?

Consider:
e What barriers exist that are preventing your community from
moving forward on energy issues and projects?




7. What kinds of capacity barriers exist in your community?
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Consider:
e What does capacity mean to you?

8. What are your highest priorities in relation to energy?

Consider:
e What does the future of energy look like in your community in 5 or
10 years?
e What actions are needed to advance these priorities?
e What resources are needed to advance these priorities?
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9. What would you like to learn from or with other northern
communities?

Consider:

e Are there communities in the surrounding region that you are
connected with through energy issues or projects, or want to learn
more about?

e What have you learned from energy projects or planning in your
community that you want to share with others?

e How do you think your community can work with others in the
region on energy development?

10. What else needs to be noted or discussed from your community’s
perspective?

Consider:
e What did we not ask you about?

e What questions do you have or what would you like more
information about?
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Agenda Item 10.1

COUNCIL REPORT

Date: December 23, 2024

File: 7.2.59

To: Warren Waycheshen, CAO - for Mayor and Council

From: Ryan Beaudry, Director of Planning

Re: Complete Communities Study & Housing Focused KlTIMAT
Official Community Plan Update A Marvel of Nature and Industry

Applicant: N/A

Location: N/A

Recommendation:

Action: Council receive the report for information.

Recommended Motion:

THAT the Complete Communities Study & Housing Focused Official Community
Plan Update report dated December 23, 2024, be received for information.

Background:

At the December 18, 2023 Regular Meeting, Council passed the following motion:

“THAT the District of Kitimat submit an application to the Union of British Columbia
Municipalities 2023 2024 Complete Communities Grant Program for a Complete
Communities Assessment of Kitimat;

AND THAT the District of Kitimat provide overall grant management if successful.”
(R23-248).

The purpose of this report is to follow up on Motion R23-248 by providing: (1) an update on the
status of the grant application; (2) an overview of the project procurement, team, scope and work
completed to date; and (3) an outline of upcoming phases of work on the Complete Communities
Study.

This report also provides: (4) an introduction to the Housing Focused Official Community Plan
(OCP) Update the District is required to undertake to address the December 9, 2024 Interim
Housing Needs Report; and (5) an explanation of how the two planning exercises discussed in this
report will be undertaken in a concurrent and integrated fashion in 2025 in order to meet provincial
deadlines and requirements.

1. Update on Grant Application

In spring 2024, the Union of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) announced that the District's
application was successful and that 100% grant funding will be provided to undertake a Complete
Communities Assessment / Study. The grant is to be used to analyse the built form of Kitimat
through complete community “lenses” as defined in the Ministry of Housing 2023 Complete
Communities Guide. These lenses include housing, daily needs, transportation, and infrastructure.



https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/housing-and-tenancy/tools-for-government/publications/complete-communities-guide.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/housing-and-tenancy/tools-for-government/publications/complete-communities-guide.pdf
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The focus within each lens can vary by community, but can include analysis of such
considerations as:

Housing: housing types, tenure, density, diversity and location relative to daily needs
Daily Needs: vital services & amenities like grocery stores, schools, daycares, parks, etc.
Transportation: walking and cycling paths, transit routes, distances between destinations
Infrastructure: location and capacity of existing services (e.g., water and sanitary sewer)

The grant is also to be used to undertake community engagement and prepare a final report that
summarizes key assessment findings, identifies strengths, opportunities & challenges to increase
completeness, and documents potential future implementation steps / actions for consideration.
The deadline for completion of the Complete Communities Study and reporting to the UBCM is
spring 2025.

2. Overview of Project Procurement, Team, Scope, and Work Completed to Date

In summer 2024, staff issued Request for Proposals (RFP) 2024-16 inviting qualified consulting
firms to bid on the Complete Communities Study based on the approved grant. The contract was
awarded from several submissions.

The Complete Communities Study was launched in fall 2024, with a project startup meeting held
on November 5. The consultant has since been working on the project following a work plan and
approach consistent with the province’'s Complete Communities Guide, with tasks organized
across three phases of work: (1) Prepare; (2) Assess; and (3) Act. A visual representation
(process diagram) of the three phases from the Complete Communities Guide is included in
Attachment A. To date, the consultant has completed most of Phase 1 (Prepare) including:
background review, spatial data collection and refinement, initial mapping of baseline indicators,
and preparation of initial communications and engagement material.

The final step of Phase 1 is to conduct community engagement on the topic of “what makes a
complete community” with respect to housing, daily needs, transportation and infrastructure. This
work will occur in early 2025 and will include a mix of online and in-person engagement methods.
An interactive project page will be launched on Get Involved Kitimat with opportunities for public
input. In-person engagement is tentatively scheduled for the week of January 20" and is planned
to include pop-up booths in high traffic areas, a community open house, targeted engagement with
Council committees, engagement with youth at Mount Elizabeth Middle Secondary School, and a
session with seniors at the Kitimat 50+ Society Centre. Feedback will be summarized by the
consultant in an Engagement Findings document and shared with Council and the community.

3. Upcoming Phases of Work

Following the completion and posting of the Engagement Findings document in Phase 1, the
Complete Communities Study will proceed to Phase 2 (Assess). This phase will consist
predominantly of desktop work completed by the consultant including analysing neighbourhood
completeness (looking at residential and commercial neighbourhoods in Kitimat), identifying
potential actions for increasing community completeness, modelling future scenarios, and
summarizing findings. Phase 2 will also include community engagement to present key findings,
tentatively scheduled for late-winter/early-spring 2025.

Phase 3 (Act), scheduled for early-spring 2025, will see the consultant prepare a report with a list
of potential actions for improving community completeness. This report will be presented to
Council and staff before submission to the grant funder as part of the reporting process.


https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/housing-and-tenancy/tools-for-government/publications/complete-communities-guide.pdf
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4. Introduction to Housing Focused OCP Update

On December 16, 2024, Council passed Motion R24-291 to receive the Interim Housing Needs
Report dated December 9, 2024 in accordance with provincial requirements. Council’s receipt of
the Interim Housing Needs Report was a mandatory requirement of the Province of B.C.,
stemming from 2023 amendments to the Local Government Act. Under the new provincial
legislation, municipalities are required to prepare Interim Housing Needs Reports by January 1,
2025, using a legislatively mandated calculation known as the “HNR Method” to identify 5- and 20-
year housing needs in their communities, and subsequently, to update Official Community Plans
by December 31, 2025 to accommodate the number of housing units identified in the Interim
Housing Needs Report. Using the prescribed HNR Method, the 5- and 20- year housing needs for
the District of Kitimat are 627 and 1,304 dwelling units respectively.

Initial analysis conducted by District staff indicates that there is sufficient residentially designated
and zoned capacity in Kitimat to accommodate the initial 5-year housing need number, however
additional capacity is needed to address the 20-year number. A Housing Focused OCP Update
must now be completed by December 31, 2025 to comply with provincial legislation. This work will
include reviewing existing residential land use designations and housing policy text in the OCP, as
well as reviewing the Future Land Use map. The update will be limited in scope to address
provincial requirements with respect to housing and will not address other OCP topics.

The timing of the Housing Focused OCP Update presents an opportunity to enhance the overall
appearance of the current OCP document. The OCP is a 2008 product and appears dated and
does not meet District branding guidelines. Staff intend to reformat the document in 2025 as part
of the Housing Focused OCP Update. The document will be updated to modern desktop
publishing standards, incorporating the District’s current branding and graphics, without affecting
the policy direction or numbering of policies. The overall appearance of the document will be
consistent with other District documents.

5. Integration of Complete Communities Study & Housing Focused OCP Update

The purpose of the Complete Communities Study and Housing Focused OCP Update are similar -
both planning exercises look at the location of existing housing forms today and explore where
new housing forms are needed in the future. This work involves analyzing residential land uses in
relation to locations of daily needs services and amenities, as well as reviewing the transportation
connections (i.e., walking, cycling, public transit and vehicular infrastructure) that exist between
destinations. Given the timing and similarity of work scopes between the two planning exercises,
the work and engagement completed will be beneficial for both and staff do not anticipate issues
with meeting the required deadlines.

The integrated Complete Communities/OCP Update project is also an opportunity to inform the
District’s approach to addressing Bill 44 Small-Scale Multi-Unit Housing requirements. The District
was recently approved by the province for an extension to December 31, 2030 to comply with Bill
44. Although the District must ultimately adopt a zoning amendment allowing 3-4 dwelling units
per applicable residential lot, the exact housing types, building heights, property line setbacks and
other zoning regulation details are left to the District’s discretion based on guidelines from the
province. Through research, analysis and community engagement via the Complete Communities
Study & Housing Focused OCP Update, the District can begin the process of exploring community
preferences with respect to small-scale multi-unit housing in the established residential
neighbourhoods of Kitimat.
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Alternative Options:

1. Another option as developed through discussion of Council.

Budget Implications:

Funding for the Complete Communities Study & Housing Focused OCP Update is being provided
by the Province of B.C. through the UBCM Complete Communities Grant Program and the Ministry
of Housing Capacity Funding for Local Government Housing Initiatives Program.

“KM for SLT”
Director of Finance Initials

Budgeted: X Unbudgeted:

Council Initiative/Other Relevant Plans:

Given that the Complete Communities Study is a grant funded project with conditions stipulated by
the UBCM, and the Housing Focused OCP Update is a provincial requirement under applicable
sections of the Local Government Act, a review of relevant District initiatives and plans was not
completed.

Strategic Plan (2023-2026)
Not considered
Joint Strategic Plan for Haisla Nation Council — District of Kitimat (2024-2029)
Not considered
District of Kitimat and Haisla Council Friendship Agreement - gi guaAap ni
Not considered
Community Energy and Emissions Plan
Not considered
Housing Action Plan and Needs Assessment
Not considered
Kitimat Age-Friendly Assessment Report and Action Plan
Not considered
Kitimat Cycle Network Plan
Not considered
Kitimat Poverty Reduction Strategy
Not considered
Leisure Services Master Plan
Not considered
Minette Bay West Concept Plan
Not considered
Official Community Plan (and Downtown Design Guidelines)
Not considered
Solid Waste Action Plan
Not considered
Water Conservation Plan
Not considered
BC Transit Future Services Plan
Not considered
Economic Development Strategic Plan (2023-2029)
Not considered
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“Ryan Beaudry”
Submitted by

Ryan Beaudry
Director of Planning

“Warren Waycheshen”
Approved for Submission
Warren Waycheshen, CAO

Attachment(s): A — Process Diagram for Complete Community Study
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INTRODUCTION

The assessment process includes eight steps over three phases:

NOILONAOYLNI

TRANSPORTATION

COMPLETE 4;9\

COMMUNITIES
DAILY NEEDS

)

COMPLETE COMMUNITIES
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