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From: Lani Gibson
Sent: November 16, 2025 11:41 PM 
To: districtofkitimat <dok@kitimat.ca> 
Cc:

Subject: Comments on Industrial Lands Strategy 
Importance: High 

Dear Mayor and Council, 

These comments are to further elaborate on my request that you table adoption of the 
Industrial Lands Strategy and implementation plan until your staff have made appropriate 
amendments and engaged with local stakeholders who may have been overlooked by your staff 
and consultants. 

Even if I'm mistaken and they were consulted, they will need time to review and respond to the 
draft report as the public has only had two days to consider this significant and impactful 
document. 

When the Urban Systems report which led to the creation of this draft strategy was presented 
to Council, I noted the importance of developing an industrial lands strategy simultaneously 
with a plan to safeguard biodiversity, wildlife habitat and corridors, water quality, and the flood 
mitigation services of wetlands in the lands under consideration for development.  It's 
disappointing that the scope of the report only included reference to riparian and floodplain 
issues and not these other very important aspects of land use planning. 

How can we as a community prevent adverse impacts on sensitive ecosystems and the 
destruction of wildlife habitat and corridors if we don't take these considerations into account 
in high level planning?  How can we protect our drinking water and ensure development is not 
done in a manner that increases the risk of landslides or floods?  Isn't it more efficient to 
identify areas of concerns at the outset so that developers and DOK staff can address them in 
their first round of planning rather than delaying application processes and causing investment 
uncertainty and cost overruns due to the need for changes part way through a process? 

The report mentions the original plan of the town and how it was broken into industrial, 
commerical and residential areas.  Although there are many benefits to our community from 
the foresight of the town planner, one thing which does not seem to be taken into account in 
the draft strategy before you is is that real life doesn't happen in straight lines and tidy 
packages.   

What happens on the west side of the river has a direct impact on the rest of our 
community.  The pulp mill effluent and logging in our valley led to the loss of Oolichan in the 
entire river.  The changes to bear habitat and corridors due to deforesting at the LNG Canada 
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site have impacted how bears show up in the rest of our community.  If runoff from 
development on the west side isn't properly managed it can contaminate our drinking water 
and affect the health of salmon.  If wetlands on the west side are backfilled we lose the sponge 
that mitigates flooding in Kildala.  I could go on...  We can't just say that the west side is for 
industry and think that all will be well. 
 
The report notes that economic diversification is necessary to prevent a boom/bust cycle in our 
community and that "opportunities in tourism, the environmental sector, and retirement 
promotion present new possibilities".   
 
Kitimat has already lost several families and retirees due to industrial pollution and loss of 
recreational access caused by the LNG Canada project.  I am also considering leaving the valley I 
love more than anywhere else in the world as a direct result of your lack of planning to protect 
the things I cherish.  Others in my social circles are having similar thoughts.   
 
If the DOK considers Kitimat to be a marvel of both nature and industry, then we need to plan 
to safeguard our natural assets at the same time as we plan future industrial development. 
 
It seems that every time community members raise these issues we hear, "the province and the 
federal government do environmental assessments and we don't need another layer of 
bureacracy".   
 
What about commercial development in service centre and light industrial projects?  What 
about small industrial projects such as the previously proposed Pacific Traverse Energy?  None 
of this development will require an Environmental Asssessment - you can't pass the buck 
here.  If you want to keep Kitimat as a marvel of both nature and industry than the DOK needs 
to do some planning.  No one else is doing it for us.   
 
Land use planning within municipal boundaries is an essential part of the DOK's jurisdiction and 
the DOK needs to exercise that jurisdiction with due diligence. 
 
As it stands, there's nothing in the DOK processes to distinguish the rezoning of a parking lot 
downtown from the rezoning of a highly biodiverse wetland upstream from our drinking water 
intake.  That's not an acceptable state of affairs. 
 
There are many tools available to you in your toolkit.  You need to choose to use them.  An 
Environmental Development Permit Area with a procedures bylaw outlining some expectations 
on proponents and staff to properly investigate issues such as impacts on water quality or 
flood-absorbing wetlands before rezoning and development permit applications come to you is 
one example of a simple solution. 
 
Please table adoption of this report until your staff amend the report to clearly outline 
a  process for preventing adverse impacts on biodiversity, habitat, connectivity corridors, water 
quality, and water systems within this industrial lands strategy, and consult with local 
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knowledge holders on these issues - especially the three community groups noted in my 
previous email. 

Thank you for considering these comments. 

Lani 

Lani E. Gibson (she/her) 

Kitimat BC,
(250) 

I live and work on unceded Haisla Nation territory 
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From: Michael 
Sent: November 17, 2025 10:44 AM 
To: Warren Waycheshen <wwaycheshen@kitimat.ca> 
Subject: industrial lands strategy 

Good day Warren, 

Please share with Council 

I wish to provide comment regarding the proposed industrial lands strategy, however unable to do so at 
this time due to the short notice and time allotted to review this lengthy document. I respectfully 
request that this be tabled to allow adequate time for community members to properly review and 
provide comment and identify gaps for Councils consideration. In addition notices should be sent to 
local interest groups to ensure community members and groups are aware of this proposed industrial 
lands strategy currently being considered. Consultation with all Kitimat public on this issue is important, 
and every effort should be made to ensure public and local groups are aware, able to review, and 
provide comment.  

Regards, 
Mike Langegger 
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From: Gillian Mullins 
Sent: November 17, 2025 11:42 AM 
To: Jane Stevenson <jane.stevenson@kitimat.ca> 
Cc: Peter Ponter
Subject: Industrial Land Use Strategy 

Good morning Jane, 

Sorry for the lateness in sending this email. 

As a Director of Kitimat Valley Naturalists, we have only now become aware of the discussions 
tonight at the Council meeting on the Industrial Land Use Strategy, one of the cornerstones of 
the Urban Systems Report. 

Unfortunately, we have not had the opportunity to review the recommendations to council and 
would like to recommend this be tabled until we have an opportunity to review and possibly 
comment. 

Thank you for your attention to this request 

Gillian Mullins 
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