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From: Lani Gibson <
Sent: April 6, 2025 11:31 PM 
To: districtofkitimat <dok@kitimat.ca> 
Subject: Question re: budget for Monday night 

Dear Mayor and Council, 

Regarding your budget discussions, I have a question about the $150,000 design for the spray park and the 
$1,500,000 possible expense for construction in 2026. 

I'm wondering Council might consider using the funds for the design fee, and possible 2026 construction, 
towards two smaller spray parks to replace the Chilko and Heron wading pools instead of a new large park 
downtown. 

I don't recall there being any information in the public survey about the $500,000+ (x2) cost of replacing those 
wading pools in the future, or the possibility of transitioning them into small spray parks instead of building a new 
park downtown.  

I've been approached by several people asking me my thoughts on this issue, and I've brought it up myself with 
community members.  Based on hearing from diverse groups of people (seniors, parents, downtown business 
owners, DOK employees, etc.), I believe there is far more support for replacing the wading pools with small, 
neighbourhood-scale spray park features and leaving the downtown courtyard/picnic area in its current form. 

I haven't heard all of your discussions on this, but it's my understanding that part of your support to date for the 
downtown location is due to parking. 

I used the "measure stick" tool on Kitimaps recently to measure the distance of homes in Kitimat in relation to the 
two pools (see screenshots attached).   

Most houses in Kildala seem to be less than 600m from the Chilko wading pool - some as far as 800m.  

Most houses in Whitesail and Nechako are less than 1km from the Heron wading pool, with some streets on the 
far side of Whitesail being up to 1.5km away - still very close for biking/walking by families. 

For those who might want to drive, someone pointed out to me today that both wading pools are within close 
walking distance of private parking lots (Kuldo Suites and Pentacostal church), with undeveloped District owned 
land right beside them.  If Council finds that parking on residential streets becomes a problem after transitioning 
the wading pools to small spray parks, this land could be used to develop some parking (or perhaps some form of 
shared use could be negotiated with existing parking lot owners).   

Please consider looking at the option of replacing both wading pools with modest spray parks to see if that might 
be a better option for the eventual $1,500,000 + construction expenditure.  This plan would revitalizes aging 
assets, and give kids (and adults!) 24/7 access in the summer to cooling water spray on hot days - without staffing 
and close to home.   

It would also leave a beautifully landscaped downtown courtyard, picnic area and playground, which is enjoyed 
year round by many community members, in it's present form. 

Thank you, 

Lani E. Gibson (she/her) 

Kitimat BC, V8C
(250) 

I live and work on unceded Haisla Nation territory 
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-----Original Message----- 
From: noreply@kitimat.ca <noreply@kitimat.ca> On Behalf Of Michele and Grant Frater 
Sent: April 6, 2025 9:55 AM 
To: Mayor <mayor@kitimat.ca> 
Subject: proposed spray park 

Dear Mayor and Council, 
It was recently shared with us an alternative idea to the current spray park proposal in 
the  downtown park/courtyard location that I would like to support. The alternative idea of investing 
in the two current neighbourhood wading pool areas and converting them to two smaller water park 
features makes a lot of sense.  We love this idea for several reasons: 
a.) It would keep the parks in the neighbourhoods where the families live.  Children could walk or 
bike there; an important opportunity to have safe, independent play. Parking would not be an issue 
because the users would be from the area. 
b.) It would require less cost to the community and taxpayer. 
c.) It would reduce the need for staff to operate the wading pools.  With this alternative proposal, 
the smaller, neighbourhood water parks would require no direct worker. It would be used when the 
weather and interest requires it, not when a work is available. 
d.) It would maintain the beauty, integrity and green space of the current courtyard park. 
e.) We currently have a multimillion dollar and wonderful water playground in the vicinity. 

We think this alternative spray park(s) idea would still be a legacy that Councillor Pitzel and the rest 
of Kitimat Council, and the town as a whole could be very proud of. 
Thank you for considering our request. 
Sincerely, 
Michele and Grant Frater 

------------------------------------- 
Origin: 
https://www.kitimat.ca/Modules/contact/search.aspx?s=qu31Zi5lA5HPyBC2mbBnNbjz0AeQuAle
QuAl 
------------------------------------- 

This email was sent to you by Michele and Grant Frater<  through 
https://www.kitimat.ca. 
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