
 MINUTES OF DISTRICT OF KITIMAT 
SPECIAL MEETING 

MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
  606 MOUNTAINVIEW SQUARE ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2025, AT 7:00 P.M. 

 
Present: Mayor: P. Germuth 
Present: Councillors:  E. Empinado, M. Feldhoff, T. Marleau, M. Martins and G. 

Pitzel 
 Councillor Via WebEx: G. Leibel 
   
Present: Staff: W. Waycheshen, Chief Administrative Officer 
  K. Enders, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
  A. Ramos-Espinoza, Director of Engineering 
  T. Tavares, Director of Corporate Administration 
  J. Stevenson, Deputy Director of Corporate Administration 
  A. Hansen, IT Manager 
  S. Tarnowski, Director of Finance 
  M. Gould, Director of Leisure Services 
 Via WebEx R. Beaudry, Director of Planning 
 Via WebEx T. Bossence, Fire Chief 

 
1. Call to Order 
 
Mayor Germuth called the February 10, 2025, Special Meeting of Council to order. 
 
2. Public Input 

 
Mayor Germuth called for public input on agenda items. 
 
Councillor Feldhoff declared a conflict of interest as his spouse works for the Mount Elizabeth 
Theatre and left the meeting at 7:01 p.m. 
 
Brenda Feldhoff, representative of the Mount Elizabeth Theatre, addressed Council regarding 
tonight’s upcoming 2025 budget deliberations and the Mount Elizabeth Theatre budget requests 
for wages.  
 
Councillor Feldhoff returned to the meeting at 7:11 p.m. 
 
Mayor Germuth called for public input.  
 
Samantha Anderson, Director of the Kitimat Public Library, addressed Council regarding tonight’s 
upcoming 2025 budget deliberations and the Kitimat Public Library additional budget request for  
wages.  
 
Mayor Germuth called for public input. 
 
Louise Avery and Katherine Johnsen, representing the Kitimat Museum and Archives, addressed 
Council regarding tonight’s upcoming 2025 budget deliberations and the Kitimat Museum and 
Archives budget request for wages.   
 
Mayor Germuth called for public input. There was no further public comment.  
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3. Media Inquiries 

 
Mayor Germuth called for media inquiries.  
 
There were no media inquiries.   
 
4. Adoption of the Agenda 
 

Moved and seconded,  
THAT the supplemental information be received and February 10, 2025, Special Agenda be 
adopted as amended.  
 

Motion Carried Unanimously 
Motion: S25-006 

 
5. Report – LNG Canada Air Curtain Incinerator Application 

 
Moved and seconded,  
THAT the District makes the following comments on the application by LNG Canada under 
the Environmental Management Act for the use of an air curtain incinerator within the District 
of Kitimat: 
 

1.  THAT the District has concerns that the reasonable alternatives to wood burning 
waste are not being sought;  

 
2.  THAT the District is further concerned that there is a breakdown in 

communication between LNG Canada and local environmental groups.  
 

In favour: Councillors Leibel, Marleau and Martins 
Opposed: Mayor Germuth and Councillors Empinado, Feldhoff and Pitzel 

Motion Defeated 
Motion: S25-007 

LNG Canada Air Curtain Incinerator Application (1.4.2.18.8) 
 
Moved and seconded,  
THAT LNG Canada Air Curtain Incinerator Application report dated January 31, 2025, be 
received for information.   

 
In favour: Mayor Germuth, Councillors Empinado, Feldhoff and Pitzel 

Opposed: Councillors Leibel, Marleau and Martins 
Motion Carried 

Motion: S25-008 
LNG Canada Air Curtain Incinerator Application (1.4.2.18.8) 

 
 
6. Report – 2025 Budget Deliberations Report #2 
 
The CAO presented the 2025 Budget Deliberations Report #2.  
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 Moved and seconded, 

THAT a bylaw be brought forward for consideration with an increase of residential water 
rates from $164.00 to $184.50 effective July 1, 2025 – December 31, 2025, and $205 
annually effective January 1, 2026;  
 

 AND THAT the bylaw include a corresponding increase for all other users. 
 

Motion Carried Unanimously 
Motion: S25-009 

2025 Budget Deliberations Report #2 (2.10.3.1) 
 

 
 Moved and seconded,  

THAT the Kitimat Museum and Archives additional grant request of $10,284 for wages 
be added to the draft 2025 operating budget. 
 
In favour: Mayor Germuth, Councillors Empinado, Feldhoff, Leibel, Marleau and Martins 

Opposed: Councillor Pitzel 
Motion Carried 

Motion: S25-010 
2025 Budget Deliberations Report #2 (2.10.3.1) 

 
Councillor Feldhoff declared a conflict of interest as his spouse works for the Mount Elizabeth 
Theatre and left the meeting at 8:42 p.m. 
 

Moved and seconded,  
THAT the Mount Elizabeth Theatre grant request of $75,000 for additional staffing be added 
to the draft 2025 operating budget. 
 

In favour: Mayor Germuth, Councillors Empinado, Leibel, Marleau and Martins 
Opposed: Councillor Pitzel  

Motion Carried 
Motion: S25-011 

2025 Budget Deliberations Report #2 (2.10.3.1) 
 
 
 Moved and seconded,  

THAT the District of Kitimat write a letter to Coast Mountain School District #82 and to the 
Minister of Education and Child Care noting the lack of funding towards the increased 
costs of operating   Mount Elizabeth Theatre.  

 
Motion Carried Unanimously 

Motion: S25-012 
2025 Budget Deliberations Report #2 (2.10.3.1) 

 
 
Councillor Feldhoff re-entered the meeting at 8:52 p.m. 
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 Moved and seconded, 

THAT the Kitimat Public Library be granted an additional 1.8% wage increase in addition 
to the 2% wage increase that was included in the November 12, 2024, grant, and this be 
added to the draft 2025 operating budget  

 
In favour:  Mayor Germuth, Councillors Feldhoff, Leibel, Martins and Marleau 

Opposed: Councillors Empinado and Pitzel 
Motion Carried  

Motion: S25-013 
2025 Budget Deliberations Report #2 (2.10.3.1) 

 
Moved and seconded, 
THAT the My Mountain Co-op, Shames Mountain, grant request of $50,000 for annual 
operations be added to the draft 2025 operating budget. 
 

In favour:  Mayor Germuth, Councillors Feldhoff, Martins and Marleau 
Opposed: Councillors Empinado, Leibel and Pitzel 

Motion Carried  
Motion: S25-014 

2025 Budget Deliberations Report #2 (2.10.3.1) 
 
 Moved and seconded,  
 AND THAT the My Mountain Co-op, Shames Mountain, grant request of $100,000 
 for a Rural Economic Development Infrastructure Program (REDIP) application for 
 capital upgrades be added to the draft 2025 operating budget; 
 

AND THAT the grant will only be provided upon the REDIP grant application being 
successful. 

 
In favour:  Mayor Germuth, Councillors Feldhoff and Martins 
Opposed: Councillors Empinado, Leibel, Marleau and Pitzel 

Motion Defeated 
Motion: S25-015 

2025 Budget Deliberations Report #2 (2.10.3.1) 
 
 
 Moved and seconded,  

THAT the My Mountain Co-op, Shames Mountain, grant request of $50,000 for a Rural 
Economic Development Infrastructure Program (REDIP) application for capital upgrades 
be added to the draft 2025 operating budget. 

 
In favour:  Mayor Germuth, Councillors Feldhoff and Martins 
Opposed: Councillors Empinado, Leibel, Marleau and Pitzel 

Motion Defeated 
Motion: S25-016 

2025 Budget Deliberations Report #2 (2.10.3.1) 
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 Moved and seconded, 

THAT staff report back with a list of time-sensitive capital projects for 2025 budget early 
approval. 
 

Motion Carried Unanimously 
Motion: S25-017 

2025 Budget Deliberations Report #2 (2.10.3.1) 
 
Move to Closed Meeting of Council 
 
 Moved and seconded, 
 THAT, in compliance with the Community Charter, Council will move to a Closed Meeting 

for one or more items falling under: 
 

- section 90(1)(e), land; 
- section 90(1)(l), annual municipal report and 
- section 90(1)(i) legal advice  

 
Motion Carried Unanimously 

Motion: S25-018 
 
The Special Meeting of Council was recessed and Council moved to a Closed Meeting at  
9:27 p.m. 
 
The Special Meeting of Council Meeting reconvened at 9:50 p.m. 
 
Adjournment 
 

Moved and seconded, 
THAT the February 10, 2025, Special Meeting of Council be reconvened and adjourned. 
 

Motion Carried Unanimously 
Motion: S25-019 

 
 
The Special Meeting of Council adjourned at 9:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
CERTIFIED TRUE AND CORRECT COPY of  
the minutes of the Special Meeting of Council  
held Monday, February 10, 2025 
 
 
 
______________________________  __________________________ 
Philip Germuth                                                          Tracy Tavares 
Mayor       Corporate Officer   


