
 MINUTES OF DISTRICT OF KITIMAT 
REGULAR MEETING 

MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 
606 MOUNTAINVIEW SQUARE, MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2025, AT 7:00 PM 

 
     
Present: Mayor: P. Germuth  
Present: Councillors:  E. Empinado, M. Feldhoff, G. Leibel, T. Marleau, M. Martins, G. Pitzel 
   
Present: Staff: W. Waycheshen, Chief Administrative Officer  
  K. Enders, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer  
  A. Ramos-Espinoza, Director of Engineering 
  T. Tavares, Director of Corporate Administration 
  J. Stevenson, Deputy Director of Corporate Administration 
  S. Tarnowski, Director of Finance  
  M. Gould, Director of Leisure Services 
  J. Dave, IT Technician 
 Via WebEx W. Tenshak, Director of Economic Development 
 Via WebEx R. Beaudry, Director of Planning 

 
1. Call to Order 
 
Mayor Germuth called the December 1, 2025, Regular Meeting of Council to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Message from the Mayor  
 
Mayor Germuth provided an update of his activities since the last Regular Meeting of Council.   
 
3. Delegations/Presentations 
 

3.1.  Kitimat Museum and Archives Community Group Budget Presentation 
 
Bryce Watts, Executive Director, and Katherine Johnsen, Board Chair, presented to Council 
their 2026 budget requests for the Kitimat Museum and Archives.  

 
They then took questions from Mayor and Council.  

 
3.2. Veronica Mikhailava Kitimat Passive Air Monitoring Project Results 

 
Veronica Mikhailava presented to Council her Kitimat Passive Air Monitoring project results.   

 
Veronica took questions from Mayor and Council.  

 
3.3. Andrew Farina on Mining Permits and LNG Canada Noise 

 
Andrew Farina presented to Council on mining permits and LNG Canada Noise. 
 
Andrew took questions from Mayor and Council. 
 
4. Public Input / Questions on Agenda Items 
 
Mayor Germuth called for public input on agenda items.  
 
Corrine Scott and Fern Fontes, representing the Kitimat Valley Housing Society, provided 
comment on Item 10.2, Affordable Housing Initiatives and Operational Fund request for waiver 
of authority, at 2 Loganberry Avenue. 
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Councillor Empinado declared a conflict of interest as his employer is Northern Health Authority 
and left the meeting at 7:57 p.m. 
 
Councillor Empinado returned to the meeting at 7:59 p.m. 
 
Sean Tome, representing JV Cannabis, provided comment on Item 10.1 Liquor and Cannabis 
Licensing Application, Cannabis Retail Application 1509200 BC Ltd, 354 City Centre, Unit B. 
 
Tim Carter provided comment on Delegation Notice Andrew Farina and the topic of LNG 
Canada noise.  
 
Councillor Martins declared a conflict of interest as a resident of Skeena Street and left the 
meeting at 8:03 p.m. 
 
Tim Carter spoke regarding water quality on Skeena Street and the Notice of Motion from 
Councillor Martins, Rebate for Water Filtration Systems of Gull Street.  
 
Councillor Martins returned to the meeting at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Maria Torres, a resident of Gull Street, provided comment on the Notice of Motion from 
Councillor Martins, Rebate for Water Filtration Systems of Gull Street.  
 
Betty Guerreiro, a resident of Gull Street, provided comment on the Notice of Motion from 
Councillor Martins, Rebate for Water Filtration Systems on Gull Street.  
 
Staff answered questions on water quality on Gull Street and provided an overview of the recent 
efforts to increase water quality including pigging. Staff provided an overview of upcoming water 
testing program and the potential installation of an automatic water flusher.   
 
The Mayor called for further public input.  
 
There were no further comments from the public. 
 
5. Media Inquiries - For Clarification Only 
 
Mayor Germuth called for media inquiries on agenda items. 
 
There were no media inquiries.  
 
6. Call for New Business / Adoption of the Agenda 
 
Councillor Feldhoff requested that Item 7.1, Delegation, Kitimat Museum and Archives, be moved 
to New Business.   

 
Moved and seconded,  
THAT Council receive the supplemental information and adopt the December 1, 2025, 
Regular Agenda as amended. 

 
Motion Carried Unanimously 

Motion: R25-279 
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7. Consent Agenda 

 
Councillor Empinado declared a conflict of interest as an employee of Northern Health Authority 
and left the meeting at 8:20 p.m. 

 
Consent Agenda item #7.11 - Correspondence email from Northern Health Authority regarding 
UBCM Council meeting was discussed. 
 
Councillor Empinado returned to the meeting at 8:23 p.m. 
 

Moved and seconded, 
THAT the Consent Agenda for December 1, 2025, be approved as amended. 

 
Motion Carried Unanimously 

Motion: R25-280 
 
All correspondence was received and filed.  
 
The following Council meeting minutes were adopted:  
 
Committee of the Whole, November 12, 2025 
Public Hearing, November 17, 2025 
Public Hearing, November 17, 2025 
Regular Meeting of Council, November 17, 2025 
Special Meeting of Council November 24, 2025  
 
8. Notice of Motion 

 
8.1. Notice of Motion from Councillor Martins, Rebate for Water Filtration Systems 

on Gull Street  
 

Moved and seconded,  
THAT the District of Kitimat provide a one-time $500 rebate to each household on Gull 
Street that has purchased and installed a water filtration system, subject to the 
submission of acceptable proof of purchase and installation with all rebate claims to be 
submitted no later than December 31, 2026.  

 
The mover and seconder agreed to remove: “that has purchased and installed a water filtration 
system, subject to the submission of acceptable proof of purchase and installation with all 
rebate claims to be submitted no later than December 31, 2026,” and replace with: “in 
recognition of the costs to the residents attributable to the aesthetic issues in their water 
supply”. 
 
The motion was voted on with the final wording being as follows: 

 
THAT the District of Kitimat provide a one-time $500 rebate to each household on Gull 
Street in recognition of the costs to the residents attributable to the aesthetic issues in 
their water supply. 
 
In favour: Mayor Germuth, Councillors Empinado, Feldhoff, Leibel, Marleau and Martins 

Opposed: Councillor Pitzel 
Motion Carried 

Motion: R25-281 
Notice of Motion Councillor Martins Rebate for Water Filtration Systems of Gull Street (9.2.1) 
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9. Bylaws  
 

9.1. District of Kitimat Floodplain Management Bylaw No. 2076, 2025 
 
Moved and seconded,  
THAT the District of Kitimat Floodplain Management Bylaw No. 2076, 2025, be adopted. 

 
Motion Carried Unanimously 

 Motion: R25-282 
Bylaw No. 2076, 2025 (10.2.1.6.2)  

 
 
10. Reports and/or Communications 

10.1. Liquor and Cannabis Licensing Application Cannabis Retail Application 1509200 
B.C. Ltd. at 354 City Centre, Unit B 

  
Moved and seconded, 
THAT, after gathering the views of residents and considering the impact to the 
community, the District of Kitimat Council recommends that the cannabis retail 
store licence application at 354 City Centre, Unit B not be issued; 
 
AND THAT the Council report dated November 26, 2025, the minutes of the Public 
Input Session on December 1, 2025, and written comments received in response 
to the Cannabis Retail Store Licence application be provided to the Liquor and 
Cannabis Regulation Branch in accordance with the Cannabis Control and Licencing 
Act. 

 
In favour: Councillors Empinado, Feldhoff, Leibel, Marleau, and Martins 

Opposed: Mayor Germuth and Councillor Pitzel 
Motion Carried   

Motion: R25-283 
 Liquor and Cannabis Licensing Application Cannabis Retail Application (1.4.2.16.2)  

 
10.2. Affordable Housing Initiatives and Operational Fund Request for Waiver of 

Requirement to Enter into a Housing Agreement, Northern Health Authority, 2 
Loganberry Avenue 

 
Councillor Empinado declared a conflict of interest as his employer is Northern Health Authority 
and left the meeting at 9:01 p.m. 
 

Moved and seconded, 
THAT the request from Northern Health Authority for a waiver of the requirement to 
enter into a Housing Agreement with the District of Kitimat as a condition of funding 
under the Affordable Housing Initiatives and Operational Fund Policy A-13, for the 
Dementia Care Home project at 2 Loganberry Avenue, be approved. 

 
Motion Carried Unanimously 

Motion: R25-284 
Affordable Housing Initiatives and Operational Fund Request for Waiver of Requirement to 

Enter into a Housing Agreement Applicant: Northern Health Authority (7.19.3.3) 
 
Councillor Empinado returned to the meeting at 9:06 p.m. 



District of Kitimat Regular Meeting Minutes 
December 1, 2025  
Page 5 of 7 
 
10.3. Rural and Remote Employment Initiatives Fund – Labour Market Research Plans 
 

Moved and seconded, 
THAT the District submit a grant application for $42,000 to the Northern Development 
Initiative Trust for Kitimat’s labour market research through the Rural and Remote 
Employment Initiatives Fund under the Labour Market Research Plans stream. 

 
Motion Carried Unanimously  

Motion: R25-285 
Rural and Remote Employment Initiatives Fund Labour Market Research Plans (5.9.2.1) 

 
 
 
10.4.  Policy C-25, Council Attendance at Conventions & Education 
 

Moved and seconded, 
THAT the updated Policy C-25 Council Attendance at Conventions & Education be 
approved. 

 
Motion Carried Unanimously  

Motion: R25-286 
Policy C25 Council Attendance at Conventions and Education (1.1.4.2)  

 
10.5. Schedule of 2026 Regular Meetings of Council  

 
Moved and seconded, 
THAT the Schedule of 2026 Regular Meetings of Council attached to the November 24, 
2025, report be approved and published in accordance with section 127 of the 
Community Charter. 

 
Motion Carried Unanimously 

Motion: R25-287 
Schedule of 2026 Regular Meetings of Council (1.1.2.1)  

 
 Moved and seconded,  

THAT the Monday, June 8, 2026, Regular Meeting of Council be cancelled and removed 
from the Schedule of 2026 Regular Meetings of Council. 
 

Motion Carried Unanimously 
Motion: R25-288 

Schedule of 2026 Regular Meetings of Council (1.1.2.1) 
 

Moved and seconded,  
THAT the Monday, July 6, 2026, Regular Meeting of Council be cancelled and 
removed from the Schedule of 2026 Regular Meetings of Council. 

 
Motion Carried Unanimously 

Motion: R25-289 
Schedule of 2026 Regular Meetings of Council (1.1.2.1) 
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Moved and seconded,  
THAT the Monday, October 19, 2026, Regular Meeting of Council be cancelled and 
removed from the Schedule of 2026 Regular Meetings of Council. 

Motion Carried Unanimously 
Motion: R25-290 

Schedule of 2026 Regular Meetings of Council (1.1.2.1) 
 

Moved and seconded,  
THAT the Tuesday, August 4, 2026, Regular Meeting of Council be cancelled and 
removed from the Schedule of 2026 Regular Meetings of Council. 
 

In favour: Councillors Empinado, Feldhoff, Marleau, Martins and Pitzel 
Opposed: Mayor Germuth and Councillor Leibel 

Motion Carried 
Motion: R25-291 

Schedule of 2026 Regular Meetings of Council (1.1.2.1) 
 

11. New Business 
 
11.1. Delegation Notice, Kitimat Museum and Archives 
 

Moved and seconded, 
THAT the Kitimat Museum and Archives operating funding grant, Wage Adjustment 
request, adjustment for external funding shortfalls, special requests for the BRICS 
International Forum and the Permanent Exhibition Redevelopment be referred to the 
2026 budget deliberations. 
 

Amendment: 
 
 Moved and seconded,  

AND THAT staff report back with wage rate comparisons for museum workers in 
neighbouring communities. 
 

Amendment Carried Unanimously 
Motion: R25-292 

Delegation Notice Kitimat Museum and Archives (4.15.1)  
  
Main motion as amended  
 

THAT the Kitimat Museum and Archives operating funding grant, Wage Adjustment 
request, adjustment for external funding shortfalls, special requests for the BRICS 
International Forum and the Permanent Exhibition Redevelopment be referred to the 
2026 budget deliberations. 
 
AND THAT staff report back with wage rate comparisons for museum workers in 
neighbouring communities. 
 

Main Motion Carried Unanimously 
Motion: R25-293 

Delegation Notice Kitimat Museum and Archives (4.15.1)  
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12. Council Reports 

 
Councillors Empinado, Feldhoff, Leibel, Marleau, Martins and Pitzel provided reports on their 
activities since the last Regular Meeting of Council. 
 
 
Move to Closed Meeting of Council 
 

Moved and seconded, 
THAT, in compliance with the Community Charter, Council move to a Closed Meeting for 
one or more items falling under: 

 
- Section 90(1)(e), land; 
- Section 90(1)(k), municipal service; and 
- Section 90(2)(b), consideration of information received and held in confidence 

relating to government negotiations with the municipality. 
 

Motion Carried Unanimously 
Motion: R25-294 

 
 
The Regular Meeting of Council was recessed and moved into a Closed Meeting of Council at 
9:26 p.m. 
 
 
The Regular Meeting of Council reconvened at 10:02 p.m. 
 
Adjournment 
 

Moved and seconded, 
THAT the December 1, 2025, Regular Meeting of Council be reconvened and adjourned.  
 

Motion Carried Unanimously 
Motion: R25-295 

 
 
 
The Regular Meeting of Council adjourned at 10:02 p.m. 
 
 
CERTIFIED TRUE AND CORRECT COPY of  
the minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council  
held Monday, December 1, 2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phil Germuth 
Mayor  

 Tracy Tavares 
Corporate Officer  

 


