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January 28, 2019
Mayor & Council
District of Kitimat
270 City Centre
Kitimat, BC V8C 2H7
Dear Mayor and Council
FUNDING REQUEST & LETTER OF SUPPORT: AMPHITHEATRE IN HERITAGE PARK
The Kitimat Chamber of Commerce leases the building at 2109 Forest Avenue to provide a Visitor Centre and
Tourism Service aligning to the tourism activities of Destination BC.
Heritage Park, which is situated in front of the Kitimat Visitor Centre, was built in 2001 and was designed to
enhance the accessibility to an attractive rest area for tourists and visitors and provide an area for special events
for the residents of our community. Heritage Park was proposed by a number of citizens of Kitimat and was seen
as a start to public pride in this great community. However, the park is rarely used for community events, except
once a year for the Flag Raising Ceremony or previously for the annual Fish Derby.
Currently there are very few arts and cultural events in Kitimat and these events do not always take place during
the summer months when it’s Kitimat’s peak tourist season, when we need more cultural tourism activities to
attract visitors.
The Kitimat Visitor Centre envisions a small, timber amphitheater be built on the existing large, cement slab at the
south end of Heritage Park. There are already a few picnic tables and benches, as well as two covered gazebos.
The amphitheatre won’t be too big or tall so as to obscure the flags hanging behind it. Parking will be an issue,
but, as we’ve done in the past for the Fish Derby, we will arrange a shuttle from town centre back and forth. We
also don’t foresee the events continuing beyond 10:00 pm as the theatre in the park or music events will
commence in the early evening, and we are also cognisant of the fact that there is residential property across the
road from the park. Traffic noise has never been an issue when we’ve hosted the Fish Derby or Flag Raising and
the events will be held over a weekend so we shouldn’t have semis or log trucks driving past.
The amphitheatre will make the park more appealing and welcoming, especially as Heritage Park is situated at
the entrance to Kitimat.
The idea is to host summer events in Heritage Park such as:
Theatre in the Park
Either a professional or local (Northwest BC) theatre group performs acts suitable for all ages. The attendees and
families bring their picnic basket and blanket and sit on the lawn while enjoying the performance.
Music in the Park
This will be an opportunity for local and emerging bands to perform open-air gigs in the evenings. Same as
Theatre in the Park, the attendees can enjoy their picnic basket while spread out on a blanket on the lawn.
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Art in the Park
Kitimat has so many local and indigenous artists and there isn’t much opportunity for them to display their artwork.
Art in the Park will be an annual, one-day event where artists in Northwest BC can display and sell their artwork to
the public and visitors. The event will also provide for emerging artists to gain exposure to a broader audience.
Artwork would include painting, sculptures, photography and glassworks.
The events will not only bring exposure to the artists/performers, but will contribute financially to their endeavours.
The amphitheatre and related area could also be rented out to community groups, for hosting children’s parties,
as well as other activities. The revenues generated for the use of the amphitheatre will go towards other cultural
or tourism activities.
Having cultural events will attract tourists to Kitimat and will bring in more dollars to the community, as not only
will visitors stay overnight for the evening events, but Kitimat will get exposure through the advertising medium for
cultural tourism.
We are applying to the Northern Development Initiative Trust (NDIT) Community Halls & Recreation Facilities
program. This program provides “grant funding to improve, expand or develop facilities in order to increase the
number of events held annually in the community, contributing to hospitality, tourism and service sector revenues
in the local economy. The program supports the sustainability and expansion of local community infrastructure to
host events which increase tourism revenues and community quality of life for residents.”
NDIT funds projects up to $30,000, to a maximum of 70% of the total eligible project budget. We have submitted
our initial assessment to NDIT for this funding request and we currently meet their requirements, pending our
official grant application being assessed. The deadline for NDIT’s grant is Friday, February 8, 2019. The NDIT
will evaluate applications on March 29, 2019 and contact the successful applicants by the beginning of April 2019.
Because of the high volume of applications that NDIT receive in the Northwest region, they require projects be
“shovel ready”, meaning that all other project funding is secured/in place and the funding request to NDIT is the
final project funding required in order to proceed.
Due to the timing of NDIT’s grant application deadline, we have been unable to secure additional corporate
sponsorship to cover the balance of funds required to apply for the grant. In the interim, we would like to enquire
if the District of Kitimat would please consider granting us the balance of funds for our NDIT application. We will
continue to pursue corporate sponsorship in the interim and if secured, will either not require or require a smaller
portion of District funds to proceed with the project.
Estimated project costs based on quotations received in January 2019:
Design and build timber structure
Construct stage, decking & metal roofing
Estimated Total Cost
Less NDIT funding
Less sponsorship contribution for the design & build from DCH Industries
Total funding required to complete project

$ 33,000
$ 31,640
$ 64,640
- $30,000
- $ 5,000
$ 29,640

In order to proceed with this project, please would Council consider approving this project and if so, passing the
following two resolutions in support of this project:
1. That the District of Kitimat supports the application to Northern Development Initiative Trust from the Kitimat
Chamber of Commerce and Visitor Centre for a grant of up to $30,000 for the Kitimat Visitor Centre
Amphitheatre Project from the Northwest Region.
2. That the Chamber of Commerce request for $29,640 for the balance of funding required to build the
Amphitheater Project be approved, subject to successful grant approval and additional corporate sponsorship
being secured.
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We have received letters of support from the following organizations:





Kitimat Arts for Youth
Kitimat Museum & Archives
Kitimat Leisure Services Advisory Commission
On Cue Players

Your consideration for our request is much appreciated and we hope that we will be able to provide cultural
tourism to our visitors and community members in the near future.
Should you have any queries, or require further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Kind regards

Jill Barrowman
Executive Director

An example of what the wooden amphitheatre could look like. The final design has not been confirmed and was
being finalized at the time of submitting this letter, hence the example.
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January 28, 2019
Mayor & Council
District of Kitimat
270 City Centre
Kitimat, BC V8C 2H7
Dear Mayor and Council
FUNDING REQUEST: ACCESSIBILITY FOR VISITOR CENTRE
The Kitimat Chamber of Commerce leases the building at 2109 Forest Avenue to provide a Visitor Centre and
Tourism Service aligning to the tourism activities of Destination BC.
The existing Visitor Centre building was built in 1966 and was designed for use as a forestry station. In order for
visitors to enter the building, they have to climb 9 stairs in total; therefore anybody who is elderly or has a
disability either cannot, or struggles to gain access to the Visitor Centre and the public washroom. In these
cases, the visitor and our staff are faced with a potentially dangerous situation of helping these people access the
Centre or washrooms, or staff have to meet the visitor at their vehicle; which is not only unprofessional, but
embarrassing for the visitor. The basement meeting room has 8 stairs leading down to it and likewise, anybody
who is elderly or has a disability either cannot or struggles to attend the meeting.
The Kitimat Chamber of Commerce applied for a grant in 2018 through the Enabling Accessibility Fund, however,
our request was rejected on January 10, 2019 (please see attached email). Unfortunately we are unable to apply
for the BC Gaming Capital Fund as we lease the building from District of Kitimat and a municipality cannot apply
for gaming grants of any kind; our Chamber cannot apply either as we require a 10 year lease agreement.
Starting afresh in 2019, we would like to apply for accessibility funding through the Rick Hansen Foundation
(RHFAC), however, we require a RHFAC rating be done in order to be eligible to apply to the Foundation. The
cost of this application is $1,350. RHFAC would then send an accessor out to review our building and
accessibility requirements. This assessment will be valuable in applying for other grants as can submit this
assessment with our applications.
We will also be re-applying to the Enabling Accessibly Fund in 2019, but we will include all the improvements we
require to ensure the Visitor Centre is fully accessible. We are currently in the process of getting updated
quotations for this work before submitting the revised application.
Accessibility improvements will include:

A wheelchair ramp running alongside the building with a hand rail;

The entrance doorway will also have a wheelchair ramp;

Entrance door will be automated*;

A chair lift will be installed for the straight stairway leading up to the Visitor Centre as well as downstairs to
the boardroom*. The seat will be folded up when the chair lift is not in use;

One of the washrooms will be upgraded to be fully accessible*.
*Italicised text indicates additional improvements we are applying for in our 2019 application.
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We would like to ask Council to please consider approving the following funding during the 1 half of 2019:
1. $1,350 to register for the RHFAC assessment, as well an estimated $3,000 to have an assessor review the
building to assess what work is required to make the building accessible. RHFAC will not accept our grant
application unless the building has been assessed by one of their registered assessors.
2. Council’s motion R18-180 dated July 19, 2018 for our request for “$26,500 for 35% of the total cost of
accessibility options in 2019 be approved subject to successful grant approval” be amended to enable us,
through the District of Kitimat’s Engineering Department, to access this money in spring 2019. The funds will
be spent on building an accessible ramp, with railings, to access the Visitor Centre front doorway in time for
our peak tourist season (please see attached photographs and reasoning behind this request). Should our
application through both RHFAC and Enabling Accessibility Fund be approved, either the funds will be
reimbursed to the District of Kitimat, or will continue to cover the shortfall of funds in our applications.
Kitimat, like many communities in Canada, has a growing population of senior citizens and people that live with a
mobility issue. The 2016 Census reported that the District of Kitimat has approximately 23% of its population now
over the age of 60 years old. Statistics also show that the likelihood of having a mobility disability substantially
increases with age. According to Statistics Canada publication #89-654-X on Disability in Canada, the most
prevalent types of disability are pain, mobility or flexibility; of those who reported one of these disabilities, more
than 40% experienced all three at the same time. Furthermore, the municipal government represents the citizens’
requirements for a livable community. In the municipal Official Community Plan (2008), persons with disabilities
and access to all citizens in municipal spaces are key points. The Plan states: “Continue to reduce barriers for
persons with disabilities,” (4.3.43). With the rising elderly dependency rates in Kitimat coupled with the likelihood
of increased mobility issues due to aging, we can estimate that quite a large percentage of our population, not to
mention visitors to our community, will benefit from the proposed chair lift and ramp at Visitor Centre building.
In 2018 we have received letters of support from the following organizations for our accessibility project:

Ellis Ross, MLA for Skeena Riding

District of Kitimat – Advisory Commission for Persons with Disabilities

Tamitik Status of Women

Kitimat General Hospital Foundation

Kitimat Community Development Centre
Your consideration for our requests are much appreciated and we hope that we will be able to provide
accessibility to all our visitors in the near future.
Kind regards

Jill Barrowman
Executive Director
Encl:
Photographs of Visitor Centre entrance
Enabling Accessibility Fund rejection email
Council’s motion R18-180 dated July 19, 2018
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KITIMAT CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & VISITOR CENTRE
ENTRANCE WAY

No. 1
No. 2
No. 3

1. The lip on this step hooks the toe of your shoe and causes one to trip through the doorway. We have a notice in the window to “Mind Your
Step” as we often have visitors tripping through the doorway.
2. The step was no longer to Canadian standard step height. In 2016 District of Kitimat placed a rubber mat on top of the cement surface to
decrease the height of the step. However, this rubber mat is not fixed and moves. When the mat is slightly misaligned, it causes a lip in
the front and becomes a tripping hazard.
3. Again, this step was no longer to Canadian standard step height and in 2016 the asphalt ramp was built. This ramp gets really icy and
slippery in winter as the angle, shape and size makes it difficult to scrape the snow off. Even though we continually apply salt to melt the
ice, it’s still slippery. Additionally, because of the short, steep angle, if one is on crutches, only part of the bottom of the crutch makes
contact with the ramp, making the descent rather precarious.

No. 1

No. 2

No. 3

14

15

16

17

18

MINUTES OF DISTRICT OF KITIMAT

REGULAR MEETING
MEETING HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, NORTHWEST
COMMUNITY COLLEGE, ON MONDAY, JANUARY 21, 2019 AT 7:30 PM
Present:

A/Mayor

M. Feldhoff

Councillors

E. Empinado, L. Gibson,
R. Goffinet, T. Marleau, M. Zielinski

Absent:

Mayor

P. Germuth

Present:

Staff

W. Waycheshen, Chief Administrative Officer
G. Sewell, Director of Community Planning
M. Gould, Director of Leisure Services
S. Christiansen, Director of Finance
T. Bossence, Fire Chief
A. Ramos-Espinoza, Director of Engineering Services
A. Hansen, Information Systems Coordinator
P. Mitchell, Information Systems Coordinator
J. Marsh, Business and Communications Officer
M. Williams, Planner
E. Anderson, Deputy Director of Corporate Administration

Delegations/Presentations
1. Elizabeth Thorne, Douglas Channel Watch – Rail Safety, Pacific Traverse Energy
Ms. Thorne spoke about rail safety and the concerns on Pacific Traverse Energy using rail to
bring in propane to export. Ms. Thorne invited Council to a presentation on rail safety at
Riverlodge on January 25, 2019 at 7:00 pm.
2. Cheryl Brown – Public Participation
Ms. Brown spoke regarding the changes in the Environmental Assessment public
participation.
3. Jon Turner, Pacific Traverse Energy – Project Update
Mr. Turner and Mr. Jason Tielker provided a project update on Pacific Traverse Energy
including a discussion on their public participation plans.
4. RCMP – December 2018 Monthly Policing Report
Sgt. Eric Black provided Council with the monthly policing report and answered questions
from Council.

Public Input / Questions on Agenda Items
Tammy De Medeiros – Ms. De Medeiros spoke on the proposed Tamitik Status of Woman
project and the OCP and zoning amendment for 461 Quatsino. She expressed concern and
feels the consultation has been lacking. Requested that Council members come speak with
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District of Kitimat Regular Meeting Minutes
January 21, 2019
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them.
Jack Oviatt – 497 Quatsino – Public Information – Mr. Oviatt expressed concerns relating to the
proposed Tamitik Status of Women project including the value of the land, feeling of lack of
consultation, lack of parking and snow storage at the building, high vacancy rates in current
apartment buildings and the lack of discussion on his proposal.
Bill Kearley – 17 Blueberry – Mr. Kearley stated he believes that alternatives are available for
this project and that a variety of groups should meet to discuss these alternatives. Mr. Kearley
also asked about the design mix and who approved it.
Acting Mayor Feldhoff asked for if anyone wished to speak to the Development Variance Permit
for 38 Starling. No one spoke to the application.
Acting Mayor Feldhoff asked if staff had received any correspondence on the application. Staff
stated that they had not.
Media Inquiries - For Clarification Only
Call for New Business / Adoption of the Agenda
Councillor Gibson: Letter from New Hazelton
Councillor Gibson: West Coast Environmental Law Firm Letter
Councillor Goffinet: Rail presentation
Moved and seconded,
“THAT the Regular Council Agenda for January 21, 2019 as amended.”
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R19-016
Minutes
1. Regular Meeting of Council – January 7, 2019
Moved and seconded,
“THAT the minutes of the Regular Meeting of Council held on January 7, 2019 be
adopted as circulated.”
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R19-017
2. Public Hearing – 461 Quatsino – January 14, 2019
Moved and seconded,
“THAT the minutes of the Public Hearing for 461 Quatsino held on January 14,
2019 be adopted as circulated.”
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R19-018
3. Special Meeting of Council – January 14, 2019
Moved and seconded,
“THAT the minutes of the Special Meeting of Council held on January 14, 2019
be adopted as circulated.”
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Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R19-019
Motions
Bylaws
Reports and/or Communications
1. Bylaw No.1934, Official Community Plan and Zoning Amendment on 461 Quatsino
Boulevard
Moved and seconded,
“TO not amend Bylaw 1934
AND TO issue notice to confirm or clarify zoning and OCP designation for all of
461 Quatsino (Proposed Lots 1 and 2).”
Motion Carried
In Favour: A/Mayor Feldhoff, Councillor Empinado,
Councillor Gibson, Councillor Goffinet,
Councillor Marleau
Opposed: Councillor Zielinski
Motion: R19-020
Moved and seconded,
“THAT, having reviewed the Staff Reports and considered the public consultation
activities to-date, including agency referrals, TSW's open house, delegations and
public input at Council meetings, meeting and additional correspondence
between staff and individuals, and a mail out inviting comment, Kitimat Council
further resolves that:
A. It has specifically considered whether additional persons, organizations and
authorities, including additional federal and provincial agencies and First Nations,
are required to be consulted with and is satisfied that the appropriate persons,
organizations and authorities have been consulted;
B. The consultation to date, which Council considers to have been both early and
ongoing, has provided consultative opportunities in compliance with sections 475
and 477 of the Local Government Act; and
C. further consultation is required in the form of a public open house to be held
at a time to be determined and advertised on February 11, 2019 at Luso
Canadian Association Multi-Purpose Hall, 159 Konigus in addition to issuing
public notice and advertising a new Public Hearing that is scheduled for 4 March
2019 at 6:30pm at the LUSO Canadian Association Multi-Purpose Hall, 159
Konigus Street.”
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R19-021
Bylaw No.1934
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2. Crown Land Referral, 2160 Forest Avenue
Moved and seconded,
“THAT Council provide the following comment (option b) on Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operations (FLNRO) Crown Land Licence of
Occupation File 6409096, submitted by proponent at 2160 Forest Avenue, to
gain authorization of crown land for the purpose of operating a commercial selfstorage business:
b. No objection to approval of project
Amendment:
Moved and seconded,
Replace “b. No objection to approval of project”
with
“c. No objection to approval of project subject to the conditions outlined below:
That the province investigate the reasons for the encroachment and take any
action the Province deems reasonable to discourage future such encroachment.”
Amending Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R19-022
Crown Land Referral – 2160 Forest Avenue
Main Motion as Amended:
“THAT Council provide the following comment (option b) on Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operations (FLNRO) Crown Land Licence of
Occupation File 6409096, submitted by proponent at 2160 Forest Avenue, to
gain authorization of crown land for the purpose of operating a commercial selfstorage business:
c. No objection to approval of project subject to the conditions outlined below:
That the province investigate the reasons for the encroachment and take any
action the Province deems reasonable to discourage future such encroachment.”
Main Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R19-023
Crown Land Referral – 2160 Forest Avenue
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3. Development Variance Permit – 38 Starling Street
Moved and seconded,
“THAT a development variance permit (DVP) for 38 Starling Street be approved,
conditional on:
(a) Minimum front yard of 3.35m is maintained;
(b} Structure not to exceed 3.56m measured to top of roof;
(c) Drainage of surface water does not impact adjacent properties;
(d) Relocated electrical mast shall provide minimum 4.57m clearance at the road;
(e) Compliance with BC Building Code; and
(f) DVP expiration of 21 January 2021 if structure is not constructed.”
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R19-024
DVP – 38 Starling Street
4. 2019 Housing Fact Sheet
Moved and seconded,
“THAT report titled 2019 Housing Fact Sheet is received for information.”
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R19-025
2019 Budget
5. Statement of Account – November 2018
Moved and seconded,
“THAT the Statement of Accounts paid for the month of November 2018, in the
amount of $2,604,114.76 is reviewed and that it be filed.”
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R19-026
Statement of Account November 2018
Advisory Commission/Committee Minutes
1. Advisory Planning Commission – January 15, 2019
Moved and seconded,
“THAT the minutes of the January 15, 2019 Advisory Planning Commission be
received and filed."
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R19-027
New Business
Councillor Gibson: Museum Minutes
Council had a brief discussion on the Museum Minutes and asked staff to look into funds owing.
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Councillor Gibson: New Hazelton Letter
Moved and seconded,
“THAT a letter of support be written for the District of New Hazelton’s request for
a regular presentation from the Northern BC Tourism Association at the annual
North Central Local Government Association conferences."
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: R19-028
Councillor Gibson: West Coast Environmental Law Letter
Councillor Gibson requested that this item come to the next strategic planning session.
Councillor Goffinet: Rail safety presentation
Councillor Goffinet requested staff bring back information on the District’s emergency
preparedness.

Mayor and Council Reports

Moved and seconded,
“THAT this meeting adjourn.”
Motion Carried Unanimously
The meeting adjourned at 10:47 p.m.

CERTIFIED TRUE AND CORRECT

______________________________
Mayor

__________________________
Corporate Officer

MINUTES OF DISTRICT OF KITIMAT

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 606 MOUNTAINVIEW SQUARE,
ON MONDAY, JANUARY 28, 2019 AT 7:30 PM
Present:

A/Mayor

M. Feldhoff

Councillors

E. Empinado, L. Gibson, R. Goffinet,
T. Marleau, M. Zielinski

Absent:

Mayor

P. Germuth

Present:

Staff

W. Waycheshen, Chief Administrative Officer
D. Godfrey, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer
G. Sewell, Director of Community Planning
A. Ramos-Espinoza, Director of Engineering Services
T. Bossence, Fire Chief
C. McCulley, Director of Operations
S. Christiansen, Director of Finance
E. Anderson, Deputy Director of Corporate Administration

1. Call to Order
2. Public Input / Questions on Agenda Items
Tammy De Medeiros and John De Medeiros – 16 Cranberry – Thanked Councillors who came to
their home, and invited the rest of the Councillors. They also requested that the proposed open
house motion on 461 Quatsino be amended to go to 8:30 pm.
3. Media Inquiries – For Clarification Only
4. Adoption of the Agenda
Late Item - Waste Management Study at Item 10
Moved and seconded,
“THAT the Committee of the Whole Agenda for January 28, 2019 be adopted as
amended.”
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: C19-001
5. Riverbrook Estates Zoning Application – Presentation and Report
Presenters Leonard Kerkhoff and Steve Ziehr presented on the proposed plans for the Riverbrook
Estates Zoning applications.
Moved and seconded,
“THAT a zoning amendment application to permit apartment buildings on a
portion of Block 21 O District Lots 6019, 6020, 6023, and 6024 Range 5 Coast
District (the subject property), commonly known as 167 Konigus Street:
(a) Be received for consideration; and
(b) Be referred to staff for further comment.”
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Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: C19-002
6. 461 Quatsino Zoning and OCP Amendment Open House
Moved and seconded,
“THAT a two-part open house be held on 11 February 2019 at the LUSO
Canadian Association Multi-Purpose Hall, 159 Konigus Street. Part 1: an
unstructured presentation of the application be held from 3:30 to 7pm and Part 2:
facilitated discussion be held from 7 to 8pm.”
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: C19-003
7. Density Benefits, OCP and Zoning Amendment Bylaw
Moved and seconded,
“THAT Density Benefits OCP Amendment Bylaw 1933, 2018 is amended as
shown in Appendix 1 of the report titled, ‘Density Benefit, OCP and Zoning
Amendment Bylaw 1933,2018’, dated 23 January 2019.”
Motion Carried
In Favour: A/Mayor Feldhoff, Councillor Empinado, Councillor Gibson
Councillor Marleau, Councillor Zielinski
Opposed: Councillor Goffinet
Motion: C19-004
8. Transportation Network Services
Moved and seconded,
“THAT staff prepare a general response that we see that legalizing ride-hailing
could meet a need and we are interesting in addressing demand and our primary
concern is safety of passengers.”
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: C19-005
9. NCLGA Resolutions
Moved and seconded,
“THAT report titled dated 23 January 2019 titled NCLGA Resolutions be received
for information and that Mayor and Councillors bring forward topics to the
February 4 or 11 meeting.”
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: C19-006
10. New Business
Late Item - Waste Management Study at Item 10

Moved and seconded,
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“THAT Waste management study – recycling and organics capital project
receives early approval to proceed at a cost of $75,000.”
Motion Carried Unanimously
Motion: C19-007
11. Adjournment
Moved and seconded,
“THAT this meeting adjourn.”
Motion Carried Unanimously
The meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m.

CERTIFIED TRUE AND CORRECT

______________________________
Mayor

__________________________
Corporate Officer
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November 29, 2018
Email: caribou.recovery@gov.bc.ca
Caribou Recovery
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
Operations and Rural Development
Re: Caribou Recovery Update to UBCM resolution B116 from the Peace River Regional District
On November 28, 2018, UBCM published an update from provincial officials in regards to Southern
Mountain Caribou. The statement provided to UBCM responding to the Peace River Regional
District’s (PRRD) concerns on the caribou recovery process is very misleading. While it is true that
the Province has met with the Regional District several times in person or on conference calls, it is
not accurate that the PRRD has been provided with all information requested. The provincial
caribou recovery and planning process is still on-going with no local government participation. This
lack of participation was a deliberate and planned process by the Province even though the
Regional Board was promised ongoing and robust consultation and participation. None of the
Regional District’s concerns have been addressed. As per the PRRD press release of November
22nd, the Board demands this process be halted until complete socio-economic impacts are
identified and a process is designed that is transparent and inclusive of all stakeholders including
local government.
Yours Truly,

Brad Sperling
Chair, Peace River Regional District.

c.

Marie Crawford, General Manager, UBCM

diverse. vast. abundant.
PLEASE REPLY TO:
X Box 810, 1981 Alaska Ave, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4H8 Tel: (250) 784-3200 or (800) 670-7773 Fax: (250) 784-3201 Email: prrd.dc@prrd.bc.ca
ppppprrprrd.dc@prrd.bc.ca
9505 100 St, Fort St. John, BC V1J 4N4 Tel: (250) 785-8084 Fax: (250) 785-1125 Email: prrd.fsj@prrd.bc.ca
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MEDIA RELEASE
January 21, 2019

Website: bctransit.com

BC Transit continues to enhance safety with CCTV cameras
Corporate – In an effort to improve safety on board BC Transit buses, over 600 buses across
the province now have closed circuit television (CCTV) cameras.
373 medium-duty and heavy duty buses have had cameras installed as part of a project
supported by the Public Transit Infrastructure Fund (PTIF). The other over 230 buses with
CCTV cameras are new buses delivered with the technology already installed. The remainder of
the BC Transit fleet will have cameras installed in new buses as they are replaced over the
coming years.
“The Government of Canada is proud to support these vital safety improvements to BC Transit
buses across the province,” said the Honourable François-Philippe Champagne, Minister of
Infrastructure and Communities. “Having CCTV cameras on board will help reassure
passengers that taking public transportation is a safe option no matter where you live.”
In B.C., the PTIF represents a partnership between Canada, the Province and local
governments to support investments in municipal transit systems. The CCTV installation is part
of a series of technology enhancements on BC Transit buses worth approximately $11 million.
Other improvements will include Automated Passenger Counters (APCs), to provide a more
accurate picture of ridership and allow planners to maximize resources; and NextRide real-time
transit information, to help riders plan their trips efficiently.
The cameras have already proven themselves: since the pilot program started in 2015, BC
Transit has used CCTV footage to support investigations almost 3,500 times. This includes over
360 police investigations.
“We place the highest priority on safety. The installation of CCTV cameras demonstrates our
commitment to safety to our staff and customers,” says BC Transit Chief Executive Officer and
President Erinn Pinkerton. “Anything that can deter incidents or assist in investigations is a
welcome enhancement for our service.”
Over the past five years, BC Transit has made significant investments in both training and tools
for its transit safety system, which includes: closed circuit television (CCTV) cameras, driver
training to diffuse situations, partnerships with first responders, enhanced communication
technology on board the bus and a proof of concept for a full driver door.
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Each bus has four to eight cameras recording events in the interior. As well, a high-definition
camera in the driver’s compartment records events in front of the bus and two more cameras
will watch the outside of the bus. Cameras are not monitored live, but video files are encrypted
and stored on hard drives for up to seven days, required for investigation purposes.
Information is collected in accordance with the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy
Act.

Media Contact:
Jonathon Dyck
Communications Manager
250-995-5720
media@bctransit.com
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Dear Mayor and Council,
Kitimat Crosswalks
There needs to be better lighting on our crosswalks.
I had the terrifying experience of not seeing someone on the crosswalk outside ‘No Frills’ until
the person was in the middle of the crosswalk. The existing overhead signage does nothing to
alert drivers to someone waiting to cross, or is on the crosswalk.

It was a miserable night – dark, windy and raining hard. The individual was dressed in dark
clothing, head down crossing the crosswalk. Thankfully, I stopped in the nick of time! I was
visibly shaken. In relating my experience to other drivers, it is apparent that there have been
many near misses, on several crosswalks in our town, more often than not, in the same
Fall/Winter conditions.

Kitimat thrives on safety first, more so, with the large Industrial base that sustained us. Safety
should not be a work place ritual only – it has to extend to our Children, Seniors & Pedestrians
alike when crossing the road.

What can be done to overcome this hazard? I would ask Mayor and Council to address this
concern before someone is killed or maimed. I await your response.

Yours sincerely,

Alain St Pierre.

Copy to Northern Sentinel

