Haisla Health Centre
Haisla PO Box 1041 Kitamaat Village, BC V0T 2B0
Telephone: (250) 632-3600 Fax: (250) 632-3686
June 26, 2017
To Whom It May Concern:
The Haisla Health Centre is delighted to write this letter of support for the proposed housing
project of Tamitik Status for Women (TSW). We are excited that Tamitik Status for Women is
pursuing this critically needed housing project to our community, as TSW is known in our
community as a sanctuary of last resort for women in dire need of safety and shelter under very
urgent and perilous circumstances.
We recognize the importance of this project especially for our Haisla indigenous women, often
with children, who have to run away from abusive relationship, and because we have a scarcity
of housing needs on-reserve, there is nowhere to go for many of them except to make a
desperate beeline to the Transition House under TSW.
The Haisla Health Centre has worked collaboratively with TSW over the years and, yes, we
continue to stand with them in their commendable and charitable endeavours to help women
in need. In the years to come, we can see a rise in demand for their services, especially if LNG
comes to town, as the Kitimat area will become the destination of all manner of transient
people in search of jobs and housing. The social needs of affordable housing would go up,
women and children would be hugely impacted, and it is imperative that this TSW housing
project goes forward ahead of the impending rush. We fully recommend and support TSW in
their pursuit of the housing project.

With regards,

Eric Bottah, B.A., MPA, Dip. (Acct.)
Health Manager

Kitimat RCMP Victim Services
888 Lahakas Blvd
Kitimat, BC V8C 2H9
Telephone: (250) 639-2122 FAX: (250) 632-2326

To Whom It May Concern,
I have been asked to write in support of the Tamitak Status of Women Association
Housing Project.
As a Victim Services support person and advocate, not exclusively but particularly to
women, I have a long standing relationship with Tamitik Status of Women (TSW).
For me TSW is the resource I refer women and children to more than any other in the
Kitimat community. Their commitment and outreach to women from varying
backgrounds and ethnicities gives me the confidence to send often vulnerable victims
dealing with conflict and trauma to their welcoming arms.
Partner assault and abuse has been on the rise in Kitimat this past year with more than
twice the referrals made to Victim Services this year by the police. It is a known fact
that the majority of spousal violence is not reported to the police, consequently my
office deals with only a portion of these victims. Therefore, it is imperative women in
the community have a safe place to go where they are welcomed, their needs are met,
they can bring their children and have the support to move forward in their lives in a
positive and safe direction. Unfortunately while TSW has the capacity to keep women
safe and provide for their needs for a time, it is limited… after all, the transitional house
is simply that, transitional and along with that has limited capacity.
Housing in Kitimat can be expensive and does not always meet the needs of families,
many women return to their partner for the reassurance that their needs and especially
the needs of their children are met long term.
I fully support the Housing project TSW is engaged in as it is designed to fully support
women and their families through the many hurdles that come with leaving an abusive
spouse. The combining of all their services into one makes for a complete wraparound
of services that will be particularly helpful to all who seek them, giving woman the
chance to move forward and make a difference for themselves and their children.
Regards,
Leisl Kaberry
RCMP Victim Services Worker

June 12, 2017

Tamitik Status of Women
Linda Slanina
350 – 370 City Centre
Kitimat, BC V8C 1T6

Dear Linda:
Re:

TSW Proposed Housing Project

On behalf of the Kitimat Chamber of Commerce, I write this letter of support for the
Tamitik Status of Women’s proposed Housing Project.
The proposed Housing Project would greatly increase the services provided to the
residents of Kitimat and would significantly impact the social wellbeing of some of the
more vulnerable members of our community.
The services provided in Kitimat by Tamitik Status of Women not only benefit the
individuals you serve, but also the community as a whole. Stability for employees and
their families has significant impact on our local businesses and their continued success.
As long time partners of TSW on a variety of community projects, we are looking
forward to the progress of your proposed Housing Project and the potential for new
partnership opportunities in the future.
Sincerely,

Trish Parsons
Executive Director

Kitimat General Hospital & Health Centre
920 Lahakas Blvd Kitimat, BC V8C 2S3
Telephone: (250) 632-8355
Fax: (250) 632-8681
jonathan.cooper@northernhealth.ca
www.northernhealth.ca

July 7, 2017

Dear Sir/ Madam,
In the capacity of one community agency stakeholder and at the request of
Tamitik Status of Women (TSW), please accept this letter of support in
principal of TSW’s Community Social Housing project.
In principal, Northern Health is supportive of community stakeholder
initiatives that aim to positively affect aspects of social determinants of health
and to provide additional supports to more vulnerable and economically
challenged members of society.
Northern Health works collaboratively with community stakeholders, including
TSW, in assisting to support the health care needs of patients and clients and
in transitioning individuals from in-patient care to community settings.
Respectfully,
Jonathan Cooper
Health Service Administrator, Kitimat General Hospital
Northern Health

JC:tm

245 – 3rd Street, Kitimat, B.C. V8C 2N8
Phone (250) 632-6859  Fax (250) 632-2101
tmeier@101industries.com

June 22, 2017

Tamitik Status of Women
Linda Slanina
350-370 City Center
Kitimat, BC V8C 1T6

Dear Linda:
Re: TSW Proposed Housing Project
I would like to provide this letter as an indication of our support for the Tamitik Status of Women’s proposed Housing
Project.
We understand the Housing Project would be increase the services provided to the community and have a significant
contributory impact to the more vulnerable members of the community.
We support the concept of providing low income and transition housing for vulnerable women and children and the
opportunity for affordable housing for low income couples in a stable relationship.
We also support the concept of consolidating the service provider into one location to better serve the client’s needs.
We wish you success in having this project move forward to enhance and serve the needs of the community.
Best regards,

Thom Meier
General Manager

