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Manufacturing
Manufacturing is the cornerstone of Kitimat’s existence and economy. The community was built in 
the 1950’s by Alcan to support the manufacturing of aluminum at the Alcan aluminum smelter. Now 
owned by Rio Tinto, an investment of over $6 billion was made to transform the original smelter into 
one of the most efficient, lowest-cost aluminium smelters in the world, powered exclusively by clean, 
renewable hydropower.

Although 1,000 people are directly employed at the aluminium smelter, there are hundreds of 
other jobs that indirectly support smelter operations by providing services including additional 
manufacturing services. It is anticipated that the manufacturing industry will continue to grow in 
Kitimat as more and more materials are needed to support Kitimat’s growing industrial economy.  
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The energy sector is emerging as the future of Kitimat’s local economy. LNG Canada’s 2018 decision 
to construct a $40 billion LNG export facility in Kitimat has sent the community into a phase of 
hyperactivity. Beyond the initial investment, LNG Canada has plans to fully utilize its pipeline 
capacity and double its export capacity in a second phase of development which is still awaiting 
final investment decision. It is anticipated that once operational, the LNG Canada facility will directly 
employ 300-500 people and support numerous indirect jobs. 

Approximately 670 kilometres long, the Coastal GasLink pipeline will safely deliver natural gas from 
northeastern B.C. to the LNG Canada facility in Kitimat, B.C. After Coastal GasLink delivers the natural 
gas to the LNG Canada facility, LNG Canada will prepare it for export to global markets by converting 
the gas to a liquefied state.

Kitimat is also home to the proposed Cedar LNG project. An abundance of LNG activity truly 
demonstrates that the energy export sector is emerging as a future driver for the local, provincial, 
and national economies.
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The forestry sector was historically one of 
the largest economic drivers in Kitimat. 
The prominence of the sector diminished 
significantly in 2010 with the closure of 
the Eurocan pulp and paper mill. Despite 
the mill’s closure, forestry still contributes 
to the local economy with continued fibre 
harvesting and a small log boom and export 
operation in Minette Bay.
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Construction

Beyond industrial construction, Kitimat is seeing 
construction investment in residential and commercial 
areas, which is creating hundreds of additional jobs. As 
Kitimat’s economy continues to flourish, the construction 
sector will remain an integral component.   
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The construction industry is synergistically aligned with Kitimat’s economy. Kitimat is a planned 
community that commenced construction along with the aluminum smelter in the 1950’s, therefore, 
most community infrastructure is from the later half of the 20th century. Construction remains a 
driving force for the local economy. Industrial construction associated with Kitimat’s aluminium 
smelter modernization in 2015 resulted in almost 4,000 jobs, and now approximately 7,500 workers 
will be required during peak construction of the LNG Canada facility. 
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Energy
As Kitimat continues to emerge as a national energy export hub, cluster opportunities continue 
to emerge. These opportunities involve activities such as additional export facilities, gas-to-liquid 
manufacturing opportunities, or expanding the industry’s knowledge base though collaboration, 
competition, innovation, specialization, and expertise. Kitimat is also home to necessary inputs for 
a variety of clean energy solutions including hydrogen production, as well as tidal, and hydroelectric 
energy. For more information on energy export opportunities in Kitimat, contact the District of Kitimat’s 
Economic Development Department at edo@kitimat.ca or 250-632-8921. 
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International Trade

Kitimat has been safely, effectively, and efficiently connecting Canada to international markets 
for 65 years. Kitimat’s advantages of having a deep-water, ice-free port, one of North America’s 
shortest shipping routes to Asian markets, and rail transportation infrastructure to connect with 
central Canada and the American heartland situates Kitimat as one of North America’s best port 
locations. A skilled workforce and a supportive community create additional opportunity for Kitimat 
to continue to emerge as a premier west coast hub for international trade.  For more information on 
international trade opportunities in Kitimat, contact the District of Kitimat’s Economic Development 
Department at edo@kitimat.ca or 250-632-8921.    
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With the current development of the LNG Canada export facility and numerous other industrial 
projects lined up to take advantage of Kitimat’s natural opportunities, Kitimat is poised to 
continue with unprecedented levels of construction. This creates ample opportunity for those 
with the expertise, skills, and desire to participate in the construction boom happening in 
Kitimat. Industrial construction will employ thousands of people for years to come; however, 
Kitimat also needs companies and workers to support commercial and residential construction, 
as well as renovations, landscaping, and general handy-person services. For more information 
on construction opportunities in Kitimat, contact the District of Kitimat’s Economic Development 
Department at edo@kitimat.ca or 250-632-8921

Construction
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Business Services
With Kitimat in a period of growth there is ample opportunity for a variety of businesses across 
sectors to establish and flourish. Numerous business services are presently in high demand to serve 
community residents, visitors and industrial workforces alike. This service gap is expected to increase 
exponentially in the coming years as the number of people in Kitimat is poised to double during this 
period of hyperactivity.

Kitimat needs retail, food and beverage services, professional services, and industrial support 
businesses to provide the community and industrial proponents with necessary and desired goods 
and services. We invite you to be a part of the unprecedented economic growth happening right now. 
For more information on business services opportunities in Kitimat, contact the District of Kitimat’s 
Economic Development Department at edo@kitimat.ca or 250-632-8921.    
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