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Kitimat is a strategic location connecting Canada to
international markets. Its picturesque setting is complete
with mountains, lush green forests, rushing rivers, and the
Pacific Ocean on its doorstep. These elements truly make
Kitimat a marvel of nature and industry.
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Rail hours to Chicago
days closer to Asia than most
other west coast marine ports
days to western North America
and US heartland markets
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Kitimat is a great place
to do business because
of its world class
transportation access
and connectivity

Kitimat is well connected by:
• Water (Ports & Marinas)
• Land (Rail & Road)
• Air (Airport & Air Park)
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Connecting Canada to the World – Kitimat’s
Transportation Advantages
Kitimat is a welcoming and industry-friendly community situated at the head of the Douglas Channel
on the west coast of British Columbia. Kitimat’s superior transportation connectivity to global,
national, and provincial markets through its airport (YXT), railway, highway, private ports, and marinas
make the community a preferred location to accommodate future industries, small businesses and
people looking to do business in British Columbia and around the globe.
Kitimat offers a wide, deep, ice free port and it is one day closer in shipping proximity to Asian markets
than southern British Columbia and the western United States. The Kitimat Valley is one of only two
wide, flat valleys on the west coast of Canada, but Kitimat is the only location with substantial room
for growth.

Kitimat currently serves markets worldwide

Features of Kitimat
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Deepest and closest inland port on Canada’s Northwest Transportation and Trade Corridor
Offers both inbound and outbound transportation cost savings to shippers
Kitimat is a cost-effective base for distribution of products within the Asian and North 		
American markets
Close to major markets – less fuel, no congestion costs
Land costs are significantly lower than southern British Columbia
A trained and skilled workforce in transportation and trades
Municipality has low debt and no development cost charges
No harbor dues or fees associated with government port structures
Large supply of sand and gravel
Robust power grid
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Connected to Domestic
and International Markets:
• 1 to 2 day access to western North American and US heartland markets
• Kitimat has Vancouver-comparable rail service to these markets
• 1 to 2 days closer to Asia than most other west coast marine ports

Economic Incentives:
• Location of LNG Canada Project – the single largest private sector investment in 			
Canadian history at $40 billion

• Many proposed industrial projects budgeted at tens of billions of dollars
• Federal government investment in the Haisla Bridge Replacement Project
• Competitiveness Consulting Rebate (Northern Development Initiative Trust) - up to 			
50% to a yearly maximum of $30,000 on consulting projects

• Low business operating costs
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By Water
140 km
190-570m
1.5 km
Ice-free
Safe

to open ocean
deep

or more channel width
year-round

for vessels up to 320,000 DWT

The Douglas Channel is deep and wide and offers safe shipping access to Asian and other international
markets. There are currently two major industries which are operating private ports out of Kitimat as
well as other proposed projects lined up to take advantage of Kitimat’s opportunities.

Douglas Channel Advantages:
• One to two days closer to Asia than 			
most other North American West Coast ports

• Direct connection to CN’s North 			
American network: Flattest rail grade 		
through the Rocky Mountains

• Deep, ice free harbour: Channel depth 		
of 190 - 570m, ice-free year-round

• Safe and simple international market access
Photo Credit: LNG Canada

Transportation By Water
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Ports
Kitimat’s Port Facilities:
Kitimat presently has deep-sea marine terminals in use, infrastructure for international imports and
exports, and a full-service tugboat operation.

•

Rio Tinto Aluminium Smelter: Construction of the extended wharf concluded in late 2021. The		
upgraded terminal will increase the capacity of Rio Tinto’s port facilities in Kitimat, 			
accommodate larger vessels and support economic diversification in Northern British Columbia.
For more information visit www.riotinto.com.

•

LNG Canada: Currently under construction, LNG Canada will soon be in full operation, exporting
liquefied natural gas by mid-decade. For more information visit www.lngcanada.ca.

•

Proposed projects: Cedar LNG and Pembina Pipelines have have plans to connect 			
upstream Canadian oil and gas resources to international markets through the port.

Ports in Kitimat are business-friendly. Port inquiries for Rio Tinto
and LNG Canada can be directed to TNC Agencies 250-632-2221

Marinas
Kitimat has two marinas, one providing a boat launch and full service, and can accommodate a wide
variety of vessels for both recreational and commercial services.
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•

MK Bay Marina is a full service marina located 10 minutes from Kitimat on the territory of the
Haisla Nation. MK Bay Marina offers short and long term moorage, boat launching, truck and 		
trailer parking, full service camping and seafood processing. For more information visit
www.mkbaymarina.ca.

•

Minette Bay Marina is a private marina located 5 minutes from Kitimat towards the Kitamaat 		
Village. For more information visit https://kitimatchamber.ca/business/minette-bay-marina-ltd/.

Transportation By Water
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By Land
108

Rail hours from Chicago

1-2 Days

to most North American markets

Railway Access
Kitimat is connected to North American markets by
rail and many North American trade destinations
can often be reached quicker from Kitimat than
most other west coast locations. The current rail line
terminates at Rio Tinto B.C. Works wharf. There is
ample opportunity for expanded rail infrastructure
throughout the community.

Canadian National Railway/Illinois Central/
other US alliances
• For more information regarding freight,
visit www.cn.ca

• For more information on passenger travel,
visit www.viarail.ca

Transportation By Land
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By Air

North West Regional Airport
Northwest Regional Airport (YXT) is located 50km north of Kitimat.
YXT offers multiple daily flights to and from Vancouver International Airport and flights to and from
Prince George. The airport has the largest flight service and passenger load west of Prince George and
north of British Columbia’s Okanagan region.

Airport Features:
•
•
•
•
•

Daily flights to and from Vancouver and Prince George
Flight services from Westjet, Air Canada, and Central Mountain Air
Budget and National Car Rental Services
Cafeteria
Free WIFI connectivity

For more information, visit www.yxt.ca
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1.5
Hours

hours to Vancouver
aways from North American Markets

Kitimat is only a short flight away from Vancouver
International Airport and connections to North American
and international destinations. With a large airport
situated in proximity to both Kitimat and Terrace and a
small airpark just outside of Kitimat, we have your travel
needs covered.

Executive Flight Centre
Executive Flight Centre is located beside the Northwest Regional Airport (YXT) and offers fuel services,
an industrial charter terminal, aerodrome management, cargo services and ground handling. For
more information on these and other services visit www.efcaviation.ca.

Helicopter Services
Helicopter services operating on Northwest Regional Airport (YXT) lands:

•
•
•
•

Summit Helicopters www.summithelicopters.ca
Canadian Helicopters www.canadianhelicopters.com
Quantum Helicopters www.quantumhelicopters.ca
Great Slave Helicopters www.gsheli.com

Kitimat Air Park
The Kitimat Air Park is a registered airport 14 km north of Kitimat accommodating small planes and
run by the Kitimat Flying Club. For more information visit www.kitimatflyingclub.ca.

Transportation By Air
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